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1. Project Information

1.1 Project Description

Florida's Turnpike Enterprise (Enterprise), part of the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT), is conducting a
Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Study to evaluate the widening of the Suncoast Parkway (State Road [SR]
589) from south of Van Dyke Road to north of SR 52 (milepost [MP] 13 to 29), a distance of approximately 16 miles. As
part of the study, all existing interchanges within the project limits and potential need for a new interchange at Rangeland
Boulevard are being evaluated. Existing interchanges include Van Dyke Road, Lutz Lake Fern Road, SR 54, Ridge Road,
and SR 52. The project is located in Hillsborough and Pasco counties, Florida as shown in the project location map below.
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The Suncoast Parkway is currently a four lane (two lanes in each direction), tolled, limited access facility within the study
limits. The proposed project includes widening to eight lanes from south of Van Dyke Road to north of SR 54 and
widening to six lanes from north of SR 54 to north of SR 52. In addition, the Suncoast Trail, part of the greater Florida
Shared-Use Non-motorized (SUN) Trail network, runs along the west side of the Suncoast Parkway from Lutz Lake Fern
Road to the north beyond the project limits at SR 52. The Suncoast Parkway provides regional connectivity between
Hillsborough, Pasco, Hernando, and Citrus counties. Within the project area, the Suncoast Parkway is a designated
hurricane evacuation route and part of Florida's Strategic Intermodal System (SIS). Facilities on the SIS are subject to
special standards and criteria for design speed, level of service, and other requirements.

The original PD&E Study for the Suncoast Parkway was approved in the 1994 Final Environmental Impact
Statement/Record of Decision (ROD). The preferred alternative identified in the ROD establishes environmental
clearances for an ultimate six lane expressway. Although the initial build phase for the Suncoast Parkway constructed a
four lane typical section, the design incorporated provisions (e.g. drainage design and pond sizing, and bridge
substructure) to support a future widening to the inside for two additional lanes. Also at that time of the original Suncoast
Parkway PD&E, the Pasco County Expressway Authority was evaluating a new east-west expressway alignment, known
as the Bi-County Expressway alignment, following the Rangeland Boulevard (formally identified as Tower Road) corridor.
As part of the coordination between those current planning efforts, the 1994 ROD includes an interchange between the
Suncoast Parkway and the Bi-County Expressway alignment. This interchange is located in the vicinity of present-day
Rangeland Boulevard, which is under evaluation by Pasco County for an extension across the Suncoast Parkway.

This PD&E Study evaluated a No-Build and Build Alternative. The No-Build Alternative assumes that the widening of the
Suncoast Parkway and associated interchange improvements are not constructed. The No-Build was not selected as the
Preferred Alternative as it does not meet the purpose and need of the project.

To define the Preferred Alternative, the project is subdivided into two mainline (Suncoast Parkway) segments and five
interchanges as described below.

Mainline:
Van Dyke Road to north of SR 54 (Segment 1)
North of SR 54 to SR 52 (Segment 2)

Interchanges:
Van Dyke Road
Lutz Lake Fern Road
SR 54
Rangeland Boulevard (new, formerly named Tower Road)
Ridge Road
SR 52

Van Dyke Road to north of SR 54 (Segment 1)

This segment proposes to widen the mainline to eight lanes from Van Dyke Road to north of SR 54. The proposed
improvements include widening to the inside and outside to include four 12-foot-wide travel lanes in each direction
separated by a 26-foot wide median with a barrier wall. Figure 2 below shows the proposed typical section for the
Segment 1 mainline.
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Figure 2. Proposed Typical Section for Segment 1

North of SR 54 to SR 52 (Segment 2)

This segment from north of SR 54 to SR 52 consists of widening the Suncoast Parkway to six lanes (three lanes in each
direction). The proposed improvements include widening to the inside to provide three 12-foot-wide travel lanes in each
direction separated by a 40-foot wide median. Figure 3 below shows the proposed typical section for the Segment 2
mainline.

Figure 3. Proposed Typical Section for Segment 2

Van Dyke Road Interchange (MP 14)

One alternative was considered for this interchange (Figure 4). Operational improvements will be made to the ramp
terminals and on Van Dyke Road. The proposed improvements include adding an additional left turn lane to the
northbound and southbound off ramps and adding a turn lane along Van Dyke Road in the westbound direction to
Ramblewood Road. A shared use path on the north side of Van Dyke Road is proposed as part of the interchange
modifications.
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Figure 4. Proposed Interchange Improvements at Van Dyke Road

Lutz Lake Fern Road Interchange (MP 16)

One alternative was considered for this interchange (Figure 5). The Preferred Alternative includes minor operational
modifications to the Lutz Lake Fern Road interchange. Additional turn lanes and extending turn lanes at the intersections
are being proposed at this interchange. In addition, a shared use path is proposed within the interchange area on both
sides of Lutz Lake Fern Road.

Figure 5. Proposed Interchange Improvements at Lutz Lake Fern Road
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SR 54 (Interchange MP 19)
Two alternatives were considered for this interchange.

Alternative 1: Tight Diamond Interchange

This alternative (Figure 6) proposes to provide an additional right turn lane to the northbound off ramp, an additional right
and left turn lane to the southbound off ramp, and an additional left turn lane from westbound SR 54 to the southbound on
ramp. An additional through lane is also being proposed along SR 54 in the westbound direction beginning at the
southbound off ramp, continuing past Crossings Boulevard, and up to South Branch Boulevard. Improvements also
include a shared use path on both sides within the interchange area. This alternative was selected as the Preferred
Alternative.

Alternative 2: Diverging Diamond Interchange
This alternative proposes a diverging diamond interchange. The opposing lanes in a diverging diamond briefly cross to the
other side of the roadway between ramps. The lanes will then cross back to the original side of the road.

Figure 6. Proposed Interchange Improvements at SR 54

Rangeland Boulevard Interchange (MP 20)

This interchange location is a new local access interchange to Suncoast Parkway. One alternative (Figure 7) was
evaluated at Rangeland Boulevard, formerly known as Tower Road. The proposed improvements include a full access
interchange that would provide loop ramps at the north side of Rangeland Boulevard. To accommodate the new
interchange, there will be a potential need for additional right-of-way (ROW). In addition, the construction of the
interchange requires modification to the Suncoast Trail. The trail would be reconstructed to deviate around the
interchange ramps and trail users would cross Rangeland Boulevard through an at-grade crosswalk.
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Figure 7. Proposed Interchange Improvements at Rangeland Boulevard

Ridge Road Interchange (MP 25)

At the Ridge Road interchange, one alternative is being proposed (Figure 8). This alternative proposes to add left and
right turn lanes to the northbound off ramp, realign the right turn lane from the southbound off ramp to improve the safety
of the trail crossing and add a left turn lane from eastbound Ridge Road to the northbound on ramp. A shared use path is
also being proposed on the north side within the interchange area.

Figure 8. Proposed Interchange Improvements at Ridge Road

State Environmental Impact Report Page 7 of 236



SR 52 Interchange (MP 27)

One alternative is proposed at this interchange (Figure 9). The alternative proposes turn lane modifications which include
adding a left and a right turn lane to the northbound off ramp; and adding a second right turn lane from eastbound SR 52
to the southbound on ramp. Improvements also include a shared use path on both sides within the interchange area.

Figure 9. Proposed Interchange Improvements at SR 52

Preferred Alternative

Below is a summary of the proposed elements for the Preferred Alternative for mainline and the interchanges.

Segment 1 (from south of Van Dyke Road to north of SR 54) involves widening to the inside and outside to add two
12-foot-wide travel lanes in each direction for a total of eight travel lanes. The proposed travel lanes will be separated
by a 26-foot-wide median with a barrier wall.

Segment 2 (from north of SR 54 to SR 52) involves widening to the inside to provide three 12-foot-wide travel lanes in
each direction for a total of six travel lanes. The proposed travel lanes will be separated by a 40-foot-wide median.
Van Dyke Road Interchange (MP 14) includes adding an additional left turn lane to the northbound and southbound off
ramps and adding a turn lane along Van Dyke Road in the westbound direction to Ramblewood Road.

Lutz Lake Fern Road Interchange (MP 16) involves minor modifications that includes adding additional turn lanes and
extending turn lanes at the intersections. In addition, a shared use path on the north side is proposed as part of the
interchange modifications.

SR 54 Interchange (MP 19) provides a new tight diamond interchange. This includes adding an additional right turn
lane to the northbound off ramp; an additional right and left turn lane to the southbound off ramp; and an additional left
turn lane from westbound SR 54 to the southbound on ramp. Along SR 54 itself, an additional through lane will be
added in the westbound direction beginning at the southbound off ramp, continuing past Crossings Boulevard, and up
to South Branch Boulevard. Improvements also include a shared use path on both sides within the interchange area.
Rangeland Boulevard Interchange (MP 20) includes a new full access interchange with loop ramps at the north side of
Rangeland Boulevard. The interchange would only be constructed once Pasco County completes the extension of
Rangeland Boulevard and the interchange meets the following conditions: (1) connects to a public roadway and serves




all movements; (2) meets safety and operational requirements; (3) is supported by the local community; and (4) is
consistent with local government plans.

Ridge Road Interchange (MP 25) includes adding left and right turn lanes to the northbound off ramp; realigning the
right turn lane from the southbound off ramp to improve the safety of the trail crossing; and adding a left turn lane from
eastbound Ridge Road to the northbound on ramp.

SR 52 Interchange (MP 27) involves adding a left and right turn lane to the northbound off ramp and adding a second
right turn lane from eastbound SR 52 to the southbound on ramp.

1.2 Purpose and Need

The purpose of this project is to provide additional capacity on the Suncoast Parkway from south of Van Dyke Road to
north of SR 52 to accommodate existing capacity and future traffic demand for vehicular and truck traffic. Goals of the
project include enhancing safety and improving emergency evacuation capabilities.

The need for this project is to improve current and future peak period traffic operations and safety at the interchanges and
throughout the corridor. The merge/diverge area of SR 54 and SR 52 interchanges currently have the highest number of
vehicular crashes resulting from high congestion in the area. The proposed improvements will enhance travel time
reliability, safety, and emergency response and evacuation times.

Project Status

The project is listed as cost feasible within the 2050 Long Range Transportation Plans (LRTP) for the Hillsborough
Transportation Planning Organization (TPO) and Pasco County Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO). The segment
of the project from South of Van Dyke Road to North of Lutz Lake Fern Road and from the Hillsborough/Pasco County line
to North of SR 54 are fully funded through construction within the FY 2026 - 2030 Hillsborough TPO Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP), FY 2026 - 2030 Pasco MPO TIP, and FY 2026 - 2029 State Transportation Improvement
Program (STIP).

Capacity

This project is needed to relieve current and projected future traffic congestion. The existing Annual Average Daily Traffic
(AADT) ranges from 56,800 south of SR 54 to 41,000 north of SR 54. The segment from south of Van Dyke Road to SR
54 is currently operating at or near the level of service (LOS) D capacity limit. By 2050, the AADT is expected to increase
to 97,200 south of SR 54 and 75,400 north of SR 54. Based on traffic forecasts and the adopted LOS target (LOS D or
better), six lanes are needed today from south of Van Dyke Road to north of SR 54 and eight lanes would be needed by
2040. From north of SR 54 to Ridge Road, six lanes would be needed by 2030. From Ridge Road to SR 52, six lanes
would be needed by 2035.

Transportation Demand

By 2050, the population within Hillsborough and Pasco counties is expected to grow by 27%. During the same time
period, travel demands on the Suncoast Parkway will increase by 70%. This is indicative of faster growth within the study
area when compared to county-wide averages. Notable developments include the Moffitt Cancer Center and the Angeline
home community. The Moffitt Cancer Center is a 775-acre medical campus off Ridge Road that will include 140 buildings
and employ 14,000 people. Angeline is adjacent to the Moffitt Cancer Center and consists of a 6,200-acre mixed-use
master-planned community that will include 7,500 single family homes.




Travel demand forecasts show that traffic on the Suncoast Parkway is expected to increase an average of 4% per year
from 2023 to 2030 and 1.5% per year from 2030 to 2050. The segment from south of Van Dyke Road to SR 54 is currently
operating at or near the LOS D limit. If nothing is done, congestion will continue to increase and the segments north of SR
54 will begin to exceed LOS standards by 2030. Proposed improvements would be designed to meet the established LOS
D target to the greatest extent practicable in Design Year 2050.

Safety

Fproposed improvements are needed to enhance safety. Between 2018 and 2022, there were 1,562 crashes within the
study limits with a high concentration of crashes at the merge/diverge areas of the interchanges. A total of 653 crashes
were reported along the Suncoast Parkway mainline, and the remaining 909 crashes occurred at the various existing
interchanges with a higher concentration at the SR 54 and SR 52 interchanges. Eight fatal crashes were reported in the
study area. Congestion within the project limits is a major contributing factor to crashes. In the No-Build condition,
congestion would likely continue to rise leading to an increase in crashes.

1.3 Planning Consistency
The planning consistency documents are provided as an attachment.

Segment Description: 442665-1: Widen Suncoast Parkway (SR 589) from south of Van Dyke Road to north of Lutz
Lake Fern Road

Currently
Adopted COMMENTS
LRTP-CFP
Yes Funding is identified within the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) Cost Feasible Plan (CFP) of the
Hillsborough Transportation Planning Organization (TPO).
Currently $ FY COMMENTS
Approved
PE (Final Design)
<2026,
TIP Y $21,205,175 2026
<2026,
STIP Y $21,271,870 2026
R/W
TIP Y $988,493 2026 2029
STIP Y $988,493 2026 2029
Construction
<2026,
TIP Y $323,333,300 2030
<2026,
STIP Y $323,336,245 >2029

Segment Description: 442665-2: Widen Suncoast Parkway (SR 589) from the County Line to north of SR 54

Currently

Adopted COMMENTS
LRTP-CFP

Yes Funding is identified within the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) Cost Feasible Plan (CFP) of the
Pasco County Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO).

Currently $

Approved FY COMMENTS




PE (Final Design)

TIP Y $14,887,004 (55926
<2026,
STIP Y $14,887,868  |2026 -
2027
RIW
TIP Y $513,370 2027-2029
STIP Y $513,370 oot
Construction
TIP Y $291,413,844  |>2030
STIP Y $291,413,844  |>2029




2. Environmental Analysis Summary

Substantial Impacts?*
Issues/Resources Yes No Enhance Nolnv

3. Social and Economic
Social

Economic

Land Use Changes
Mobility

Aesthetic Effects

. Relocation Potential

4. Cultural Resources

1. Florida Historical Resources Act, Chapter 267, Florida Statutes (F.S.)
2. Section 6(f) of the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965
3. Recreational Areas and Protected Lands

5. Natural Resources

Wetlands and Other Surface Waters

Aquatic Preserves and Outstanding Florida Waters
Water Resources

Wild and Scenic Rivers

Floodplains

Protected Species and Habitat

. Essential Fish Habitat (EFH)

6. Physical Resources

Highway Traffic Noise
Air Quality
Contamination

Utilities and Railroads
Construction

Bicycles and Pedestrians
Navigation

S

Nookrowh =

Nogokrowh =

* Impact Determination: Yes = Substantial Impact; No = No Substantial Impact; Enhance = Enhancement; Nolnv =
Issue absent, no involvement. Basis of decision is documented in the following sections.




3. Social and Economic

3.1 Social

Demographics

An analysis of the community was conducted using a review of the American Community Survey (ACS) 5-Year Estimates
(2018-2022) data for census block groups that overlap the study area. The analysis was conducted by comparing the
population characteristics of each census block group in the project area to the Hillsborough and Pasco Counties
community of comparison.

The project area has a majority minority population (41.89%), which is lower than Hillsborough County but above Pasco
County minority population (53.73% and 29.62% respectively). The median household income for the U.S. Census Block
Groups composing the study area is $124,286 which is $61,099 higher than the median household income for
Hillsborough County and $53,674 higher than the median household income for Pasco County. Also, the average
percentage of Hillsborough County and Pasco County households reporting poverty between 2018-2022 is 13.68% and
11.82% respectively. The study area's population with less than a high school education (2.47%) is less than both
Hillsborough and Pasco County's 10.7% and 9.29%, respectively. The study area is lower than the county-wide averages
for Limited English Proficiency (LEP) population in Hillsborough County, however, it is higher than the LEP population in
Pasco County (2.30%). The percent population age 65 and over within the study area is 13.66%, which is lower than both
county averages.

Community Cohesion

Suncoast Parkway (SR 589) is part of the FDOT SIS network, and an evacuation route identified by Florida Division of
Emergency Management. The preferred alternative is expected to increase capacity along the Suncoast Parkway and is
not anticipated to result in any changes in population or in any new impacts to community division or creation of isolated
areas.

Similarly, the proposed interchange improvements at Van Dyke Road, Lutz Lake Fern Road, SR 54, Ridge Road and SR
52 will modify existing interchanges that coincide with the development of the surrounding communities they serve. The
proposed improvements associated with the preferred alternative will improve safety and multi-modal connectivity to the
surrounding communities and improve access to the Suncoast Trail which runs adjacent to the project corridor from Lutz
Lake Fern Road to the north beyond the project limits at SR 52.

Safety

Improvements to Suncoast Parkway (SR 589) will help to improve mobility and decrease evacuation times. Between 2018
and 2022, there was a total of 1,562 crashes within the project's area of influence. The operational capacity improvement
and multi-modal improvement is also expected to reduce the number of crashes and provide a facility for all roadway
users.

The proposed improvements are not anticipated to have a substantial impact on social resources.




3.2 Economic

The Suncoast Parkway (SR 589) mainline is a critical component of the surface transportation system in West Central
Florida. It promotes the movement of goods and people between airports, seaports, employment centers and residential
areas throughout the region. The corridor also provides access to facilities of regional and statewide significance.

The improvements associated with the preferred alternative are anticipated to enhance the economic conditions in the
study area by improving operational capacity, enhancing safety conditions, reducing traffic congestions and travel times.
The improvements will also improve access to the Suncoast Trail from the local cross-streets. The proposed widening is
expected to enhance economic conditions of the area by addressing deficient operational capacity of the roadway in the
future condition to serve the mobility demands of the area, thereby accommodating increased growth and freight traffic
spurred because of area growth. The preferred alternative will aid in the efficient movement of goods, people and services
and thereby enhance the stated purpose of the SIS, which directly benefits the local and state economy. The proposed
improvements are anticipated to enhance business and employment opportunities both locally and regionally.

Additional right-of-way will be required to accommodate the proposed improvements. The preferred alternative will require
partial acquisition of five (5) parcels which is anticipated to reduce their assessed value and lower the amount of tax these
properties will generate. Business access is anticipated to be preserved or enhanced with the development of the
preferred alternative. The conceptual design preserves existing business access, including improvements on cross-streets
intersecting the Suncoast Parkway (SR 589).

The proposed improvements include the addition of a new interchange at Rangeland Boulevard. This new interchange is
anticipated to divert some traffic away from the adjacent interchanges and help to reduce traffic within the study area of
influence. The proposed interchange improvements will result in operational and safety improvement within study area.

The proposed improvements are not anticipated to have a substantial impact on economic resources.

3.3 Land Use Changes

The preferred alternative is not anticipated to affect the existing character or use of the surrounding area. The land use
along the project corridor is primarily comprised of residential, recreational and agricultural land dispersed throughout.
Based on existing land use data, the 1,320-foot project buffer primarily consists of recreation (27.25%), residential
(22.75%), agriculture (18.15%), public/semi-public (14.60%), and other (6.19%). Smaller acreages/percentages of parcels
include vacant nonresidential (3.13%), vacant residential (1.95%), acreage not zoned for agriculture (1.85%), retail/office
(1.72%), parcels with no values (0.81%), industrial (0.59%), ROW (0.55%) and institutional (0.46%). The land use
changes from ROW acquisition are discussed in Section 3.6.

An existing land use map of the project area is included as an attachment.

The proposed improvements are not anticipated to have a substantial impact on land use changes.

3.4 Mobility

The purpose of this project is to increase operational capacity to provide for future travel demand while improving safety,
addressing roadway and enhancing travel conditions/operations throughout the study limits. Thus, mobility will be




enhanced with the preferred alternative.

The preferred alternative offers improved service to motorists with the increase in capacity along the Suncoast Parkway
(SR 589). The preferred alternative also improves access to the Suncoast Trail from the cross-streets within the study
limits. Existing bicycle and pedestrian facilities at interchange locations will also be improved. The interchange
modification taking place at SR 54 is also anticipated to benefit transit users taking GoPasco, which is the County transit
service.

The proposed Suncoast Parkway (SR 589) widening and interchange improvements are not anticipated to significantly
affect accessibility within the project limits. All the proposed improvements to existing interchanges will maintain existing
bicycle and pedestrian connections under Suncoast Parkway to preserve access for non-driving population groups.

The proposed interchange concepts are designed to improve connectivity to the Suncoast Parkway (SR 589) along with
interchange modifications designed to offer better connections at existing interchanges at Van Dyke Road, Lutz Lake Fern
Road, SR 54, Ridge Road and SR 52. In addition, the new interchange proposed at Rangeland Boulevard will provide
new connections to the Suncoast Parkway (SR 589), which will also improve the function of the adjacent existing
interchanges. Overall, the preferred alternative will improve connections for all users and reduce travel time within the
study area. Traffic circulation is anticipated to be enhanced with the addition of more travel lanes along the Suncoast
Parkway (SR 589), improvements to existing interchanges, and the addition of the new interchange at Rangeland
Boulevard.

The proposed improvements are anticipated to enhance mobility in the project corridor.

3.5 Aesthetic Effects

A majority of the project study area consists of recreational and residential areas. Views within the area are restricted by
vegetation and/or other structures. The preferred alternative will be constructed at-grade and will incorporate
enhancements to aesthetics including opportunities for landscaping. Alteration to the viewshed and aesthetics will be
minimal.

Construction activities may include a visual disturbance to the local community in the form of construction equipment and
dust from earthwork. To reduce construction related impacts, the design team will evaluate construction staging options
that reduce the effects to local residences and businesses to the extent practical.

The proposed improvements are not anticipated to have a substantial impact on aesthetics within the project corridor.

3.6 Relocation Potential

Approximately 19 acres of right-of-way is anticipated to be needed for the proposed improvements associated with the
preferred alternative. This will result in the partial acquisition of five (5) parcels, currently undeveloped at the time of this
evaluation within the study area. There are no residential displacements, non-residential relocations, or public facilities
relocations associated with the preferred alternative.

The proposed project, as presently conceived, will not displace any residences or businesses within the community.
Should this change over the course of the project, the Florida Department of Transportation will carry out a Right of Way




and Relocation Assistance Program in accordance with Section 421.55, Florida Statutes, Relocation of displaced persons.




4. Cultural Resources

4.1 Florida Historical Resources Act, Chapter 267, Florida Statutes (F.S.).

A Cultural Resource Assessment Survey (CRAS), conducted in accordance with 36 CFR Part 800, was performed for the
project, and the resources listed below were identified within the project Area of Potential Effect (APE). FDOT found that
some of these resources meet the eligibility criteria for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP), and
State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) has concurred with this determination. After application of the Criteria of
Adverse Effect, and in consultation with SHPO, FDOT has determined that the proposed project will have No Adverse
Effect on these resources.

The archaeological APE for this survey consisted of the footprint of the limits of construction, the infield areas at existing
interchanges, an infield area at the proposed interchange, and proposed ROW with subsurface testing focused on the
previously unsurveyed areas. No archaeological sites or occurrences were identified within the archaeological APE as a
result of this projects' survey effort.

To account for the proposed widening of the existing Suncoast Parkway facility and proposed elevated bridges at
interchanges, the historic resources APE consisted of the footprint of all existing and proposed ROW, parcels/resources
adjacent to the existing and proposed Suncoast Parkway ROW for a distance of up to 150 feet, a 250-foot buffer off all
proposed bridges, and the area of pavement marking proposed outside of existing/proposed ROW on Deerbrook
Boulevard to the east of the Suncoast Parkway and north of SR 52.

The historic resources survey identified two previously recorded resources and two newly recorded resources within the
historic resources APE. The previously recorded resources consist of Old Dade City Road (8PA113) and SR 54
(8PA2472). While the segments of Old Dade City Road (8PA113) and SR 54 (8PA2472) within the APE appear to be
National Register-ineligible, there is insufficient information to evaluate either of these resources in their entirety. The
Criteria of Adverse Effects, as defined in 36 CFR 800.5(a)(1), was then applied to the two resources with insufficient
information to determine eligibility and found to have no adverse effect. The two newly recorded resources consist of
residences (8HI15819-8H115820) that are considered ineligible for the NRHP because they exhibit common styles of
architecture, modifications, and lack historical associations.

Florida Master Site File (FMSF) forms were prepared for the newly recorded resources, and updated FMSF forms were
prepared for the segments of the two previously recorded resources that had not been previously recorded within the
current APE, in accordance with the Historic Linear Resource Guide (Florida Division of Historic Resources 2022). Based
on this survey, the project, as currently proposed, will result in No Adverse Effect.

The SHPO concurred with this determination on March 6, 2026. This concurrence is included as an attachment.
Therefore, FDOT, in consultation with SHPO, has determined that the proposed project will result in No Adverse Effect on
historic properties. The CRAS is located in the project file.

4.2 Section 6(f) of the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965

There are no properties in the project area that are protected pursuant to Section 6(f) of the Land and Water Conservation
Fund of 1965.




4.3 Recreational Areas and Protected Lands
There are no other protected public lands in the project area.

Portions of several Florida managed lands are located within the project study area including the Lone Star Ranch
Conservation Easement, Starkey Wilderness Preserve, Suncoast Parkway Easement, Suncoast Crossings East
Conservation Easement, Suncoast Crossings West Conservation Easement, and Brooker Creek Headwaters Nature
Preserve (see Figure 10).

None of the managed lands listed above are located within the Preferred Alternative. The Suncoast Parkway Easement is
located within the existing ROW but outside of the limited access ROW and does not overlap with the Preferred
Alternative. Currently there are no impacts to wetlands under conservation easement.
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Figure 10. Conservation Lands
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5. Natural Resources

5.1 Wetlands and Other Surface Waters
The following evaluation was conducted pursuant to Presidential Executive Order 11990 of 1977 as amended, Protection
of Wetlands and the USDOT Order 5660.1A, Preservation of the Nation's Wetlands.

A full description of the wetlands and surface waters within the study boundary is provided in the Natural Resources
Evaluation Report (NRE) located within the project file.

For the purposes of this document, wetlands are defined as per 62.340 F.A.C and Section 373.019 (27), Florida Statutes
(F.S.). Surface waters are defined as open water bodies or streams/waterways. The extent and types of wetlands in the
project study area were documented in accordance with EO 11990, Protection of Wetlands, and the PD&E Manual.
Unavoidable wetland impacts will occur as a result of the proposed Preferred Alternative. The majority of the wetlands to
be impacted by the Preferred Alternative include previously disturbed wetlands adjacent to existing roadways. Secondary
effects are those impacts that are reasonably certain to occur later in time as a result of the proposed project, and which
may occur outside of the area directly affected by the proposed project. Potential secondary effects include increased
noise, traffic, lighting, and development, which could impact wildlife or result in a change in wildlife migration patterns by
reducing habitat connectivity.

Direct impacts include a total of 6.15 acres of wetlands and 0.60 acres of other surface waters within the footprint of the
Preferred Alternative. Secondary impacts of edge effects are anticipated to occur as a result of the Preferred Alternative.
Secondary impacts include a total of 7.18 acres of wetlands within the footprint of the Preferred Alternative. Direct and
secondary impacts per wetland and other surface water are shown in Table 1 below.




Table 1. Direct Wetland and Other Surface Water Impacts within the Preferred Alignment

Wetland impacts which will result from the construction of this project will be mitigated pursuant to Section 373.4137, F.S.,
to satisfy all mitigation requirements of Part IV of Chapter 373, F.S., and 33 U.S.C. 1344. Compensatory mitigation for this
project will be completed through the use of mitigation banks and any other regionally significant mitigation options that
satisfy state and federal requirements.

The Uniform Mitigation Assessment Methodology (UMAM) analysis was performed for wetland impacts. Construction of
the Preferred Alternative is estimated to result in the loss of 4.85 functional units. Of the total estimated functional unit
loss, 4.12 functional units would result from direct impacts and 0.73 functional units would result from secondary impacts
(Table 2).
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Table 2. Secondary Wetland Impacts within the Preferred Alignment

Final determination of jurisdictional boundaries, in addition to mitigation requirements, will be coordinated with the
permitting agencies during the final design phase of the project. The results of the PD&E Study indicate there are no

practicable alternatives to the proposed impacts due to the need for roadway widening to reduce traffic congestion and
address safety considerations. The proposed project will have no significant short-term or long-term adverse impacts to
wetlands because any unavoidable impacts to wetlands will be mitigated to achieve no net loss of wetland function.
Furthermore, all wetland impacts have been avoided and minimized to the greatest extent possible and have been limited
to those areas which are required to meet minimum safety requirements.

5.2 Aquatic Preserves and Outstanding FL Waters

There are no aquatic preserves or Outstanding Florida Waters (OFW) in the project area.

5.3 Water Resources
This section summarizes the existing and proposed stormwater management facilities found in the Pond Siting Report,
located within the project file.

Of the existing 36 ponds, one (1) pond is recommended to increase the weir elevation to meet treatment volume
requirements, and 25 ponds are recommended to be regraded to increase storage capacity for attenuation purposes. For
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existing ponds that currently do not meet freeboard requirements, further analysis in design may determine that the design
high water stages may provide the required freeboard, and no regrading may be needed.

The existing stormwater management facilities were evaluated to determine if proposed ultimate conditions can be
accommodated in existing ponds. Through reviewing permit documents and as-built plans, evidence was found to support
that excess capacity was provided for the future expansion of Suncoast Parkway. Moreover, pond site alternatives were
analyzed for two basins (Basins 15 & 15B). Preferred alternatives were selected based on environmental impacts,
floodplain impacts, preferred hydraulics, topography and estimated average depth to the groundwater table.

For the proposed Rangeland Boulevard interchange (MP 20), Pond 15 would be expanded to provide volumetric needs of
existing Basin 15 plus the west half of the proposed Rangeland Boulevard interchange, while two alternatives have been
provided for volumetric needs for the east half of the interchange. The following parameters were considered in optimizing
pond site alternatives: right-of-way and easement requirements, typical constructions costs, preferred hydraulics, relative
distance to outfall, and potential impacts to floodplains or wetlands. The recommended alternative for Basin 15 and 15B
anticipated ROW needs and constructions costs are provided in Table 3 below.

Basin Recommended Alternative  Anticipated ROW (ac) Estimated Construction Cost
15 | Pond15 0 51,107,654

1538 | Pond 15-B1 | Q7 | 5412,505
* Recommended pond is within infield area of proposed Rangeland Boulevard interchange

Table 3. Recommended Pond Alternatives

The proposed improvements are not anticipated to have a substantial impact on water resources.

5.4 Wild and Scenic Rivers
There are no designated Wild and Scenic Rivers or other protected rivers in the project area.

5.5 Floodplains

Floodplain impacts resulting from the project were evaluated pursuant to Executive Order 11988 of 1977, Floodplain
Management.

The Preferred Alternative will impact 13.39 ac-ft of floodplain. Floodplain impacts result from widening to the inside where
existing median swales are classified as floodplain (Table 4). The impacts will be mitigated by providing evidence that the
increase in the 100-year stage will be maintained within stormwater management facilities and remain below the lowest
edge of pavement elevation. For new pond sites in Basins 15 and 15B, floodplain impacts will be mitigated using the cup-
for-cup method by providing compensation sites within the right-of-way to be acquired for roadway construction.




Table 4. Floodplain Impacts and Compensation by Basin

Existing cross drains were evaluated in comparison to proposed roadway conditions to determine if modifications are
needed. Proposed roadway conditions will impact three (3) existing cross drains that will require extension. The extension
will result in minimal increase in headwater elevations per the Federal Highway Administration's HY-8 Culvert Analysis
Program, thus no change in existing cross drain sizes is recommended. Moreover, five (5) new cross drains are proposed
for the new Rangeland Boulevard interchange to allow offsite drainage to continue its historic route.

The proposed improvements are not anticipated to have a substantial impact on floodplains.

Additional information is available in the Location Hydraulics Report available in the project file.

5.6 Protected Species and Habitat
The following evaluation was conducted pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 as amended as
well as other applicable federal and state laws protecting wildlife and habitat.

The project study area was evaluated for potential occurrences of federal and state listed plant and animal species and
included literature review, database searches, and field assessments of the project area to identify the potential
occurrence of protected species and/or presence of federal designated critical habitat. Field evaluations of the project
area and adjacent habitats and general wildlife surveys were conducted by project biologists on December 12-13, 2023
and September 5, 2024. Meeting minutes of technical assistance meetings held with USFWS and FWC are included as
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attachments.

Per the PD&E Manual Chapter Protected Species and Habitat Assessment, 13 federally listed species, two federally
proposed species, and 22 state listed species have been reviewed for the potential to occur within the project study area.
The project is not within any U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) designated critical habitat. An effect determination
was made for each of these federal and state listed species based on an analysis of the potential impacts of the Preferred
Alternative on each species. Of the federally-listed species, it is anticipated there will be no effect on 10 species and may
affect, but is not likely to adversely affect three (3) species (Table 5). The project is anticipated to have no effect or no
adverse effect on all 22 state-listed species (Table 6).

Project Impact

Cretermination

No effect

May affect, not likely
1o adversely affect

Federal Listed Species

Species

- Fm" - -
C.ur!er & 'rmﬂa Ifl"."amu c.ml‘mr} FE
F Iur:-:l-u golden asler (Chrysapss qurrdurru:l FE
Fygmy innge tree (Chonanthis pyogmaens) FE
Short-leaved rosemary {Conrading bravifolia) FE

Fauma S
Ea&lsrn black ral {.I'.a!ara'.l.l:.rs famalmrrsrb 550, mnﬂr-;an-srs] FT
L\'umludl} Snanl kil IHusr.r.l'.lumu:s Socbnhs pfumbu:.rs] FE
Hawkshll sea turlle (Eradmochadys iambmcata) FiE
Leatherback sea turtle (Dermochelys conacea) FE
Loggerhead sea turtle (Carsfta caraita) _ FT
FE'EIIj-LLh:.-I'I:EIdH'IJ wuudu-ud-;ﬂr LPrLerdas Dareai) FT

Fauna
Eastemn indigo snake (Drymarchan coupan) FT
Flonda scrub-jay (Apheloconma COeruigscaens) F1
Waood stork (Mycteria anencans) FT

“FE - Federaly endangened; FT - Federaly threatened
Table 5. Federal Protected Species Effect Determinations
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Species Stafus*
Flora
Craighead's nodding-caps ( Triphora craigheadif) SE
Mo effect Flonda beargrass (Nolna atopocanpa) ST
anticipated Flonida spiny-pod {Maledea Sondana) SE
Florida willow (Sailix fiondana) SE
Nodding pivwaeed (Lachea camia) s1
Flora
Celestial ity (Nemastylis fonidang) SE
Cutthroat grass (Panicum abscigsum) SE
Giant orchid (Pleroglozsaspis ecrislala) =1
Incised groove-bur (Agrmorna rmcrsa) ST
Many-fiowered grass-pink (Calopogan multiforus) ST
Piadmont joinigrass (Coalorachis fuberculoss) ST
Pondspice (Litsea aestivalis) SE
Pygmy pipes (Monolropsis reynoldsise) SE
B mmm Sand butterfly pea (Centrosema aremcols) SE
Yellow fningeless orchid (Platanthera infegra) SE
Fauna
Flonda burtowing owl (Athene curvculavia Rondana) ST
 Flonda sandhall crane (Aigone canadansis pratensis) ST
Gophaer lodose (Gopherus polypherms) ST
Litthe blue hzron (Eqredla caesrwiog) al
Short-tailed snake (Lampropeltis extenuata) ST
Southeastam Amencan kestrel (Falco sparnvenus paulus) =1
Trncolored heron (Egrefta fricodor) a1

"SE - State endangered, ST — State theeatenid

Table 6. State Protected Species Effect Determinations

5.7 Essential Fish Habitat (EFH)
There is no Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) in the project area.
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6. Physical Resources

6.1 Highway Traffic Noise
The following evaluation was conducted pursuant to 23 CFR 772 Procedures for Abatement of Highway Traffic Noise and
Construction Noise, and Section 335.17, F.S., State highway construction; means of noise abatement.

Within the project limits, noise levels were predicted at 1,128 receptor locations, representing 3,223 residences and 211
non-residential sites. Noise levels are predicted to approach or exceed the Noise Abatement Criteria (NAC) in Design
Year 2050 for the Build condition at 663 residences. Additionally, 18 Special Land Use (SLU) receptors are expected to
experience noise levels that approach or exceed the NAC.

Noise barriers were evaluated for the impacted noise-sensitive sites. This analysis determined that noise barriers are a
feasible and reasonable method for mitigating traffic noise in seven noise-sensitive areas. The proposed noise barriers will
provide at least a 5 dB(A) benefit for 630 impacted residences. See Table 7 for more detail on the noise barrier. A Noise
Study Report was completed and is provided in the project file.

FTE is committed to constructing feasible and reasonable noise abatement measures. Eight (8) potentially feasible and
reasonable noise barrier systems have been identified for this project (see Table 7 for more detail on the noise barrier)
contingent upon the following conditions:

Final recommendations on the construction of abatement measures are determined during the project's final design

and through the public involvement process;

Detailed noise analyses during the final design process support the need, feasibility, and reasonableness of providing

abatement;

Cost analysis indicates that the cost of the noise barrier(s) will not exceed the cost reasonable criterion;

Community input supporting types, heights, and locations of the noise barrier(s) is provided to FTE; and

Safety and engineering aspects have been reviewed and any conflicts or issues resolved.
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Table 7. Noise Barrier Evaluation Summary

The Enterprise will conduct a land use review during the design phase to identify all noise-sensitive sites that may have
received a building permit after the noise study but prior to the Date of Public Knowledge (DPK). The date that the State
Environmental Impact Report is approved will be the DPK. If the review identifies additional noise-sensitive sites permitted
prior to the DPK, Enterprise will evaluate those sites during the design phase for traffic noise impacts and noise
abatement considerations.

6.2 Air Quality
This project is not expected to create adverse impacts on air quality because the project area is in attainment for all
National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) and because the project is expected to maintain the Level of Service
(LOS) and reduce delay and congestion on all facilities within the study area.
Construction activities may cause short-term air quality impacts in the form of dust from earthwork and unpaved roads.
These impacts will be minimized by adherence to applicable state regulations and to applicable FDOT Standard
Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction.

As outlined in the Air Quality Technical Memorandum (AQTM), the highest project-related CO one- and eight-hour levels
are not predicted to meet or exceed the one- or eight-hour National Ambient Air Quality Standards for this pollutant with
either the Build or No Build Alternatives. As such, the project "passes" the screening model.




The project is located in an area which is designated in attainment for CO Ambient Air Quality Standards under the criteria
provided in the Clean Air Act. Therefore, the Clean Air Act conformity requirements as related to transportation
improvements do not apply to the project.

The proposed improvements are not anticipated to have substantial impact on air quality.

6.3 Contamination

The Level 1 Contamination Screening Evaluation Report (CSER) was prepared to identify contamination concerns within
the project study area along the mainline and stormwater facilities. The purpose of this evaluation was to assess the risk
of encountering petroleum or hazardous substance contaminating soil, groundwater, surface water, or sediment that could
adversely affect this project.

Based on the results of the contamination screening, Contamination Risk Ratings (CRRs) were assigned to each site. The
risk rating system was developed by FDOT and incorporates four levels of risk: No, Low, Medium, and High, with High-risk
sites having the most concern. As a result of this evaluation, CRRs were assigned to 24 sites; two (2) sites that were No
risk, 15 sites were Low risk, seven (7) sites were Medium risk, and no sites were High risk. Table 8 summarizes the
medium risk sites and location. Medium risk sites should be evaluated further in final design. A map of potential
contamination sites is included as an attachment.

: Site Number Site Name :situ Location Risk Potential
) 6120 Van Dyke Road, )
10 Circle K #1865 Lutz, FL 33549 Medium
16138 State Road 54, ’
14 Shell-Suncoast bl Medium

Odessa, FL 33556

| W ke Fern Road, |
15 TPC Tampa Bay 5300 W Lutz Lake Fern Road Medium

Lutz, FL 33558

| 16707 State Road 54, _
17 Racatrac #7458 Land O'Lakes, FL 33558 Madium

| 16055 State Road 52,
i Mobll-Coam&789 |1 and O'Lakss, FL 34638

I | 15474 State Road 52,
19 R w442 Med
s | Land O’Lakes, FL 34638 Seum

Medium

Abandoned

Atlantic Coast

1 I|' "
“ Line railroad NiA Medium

corridaor

Table 8. Medium Risk Contamination Sites




6.4 Utilities and Railroads

A Utility Assessment Report was prepared for this project and provides relevant information regarding the existing
location, size, type, and characteristics of public and private utilities located within and adjacent to the project limits. A
Sunshine State One Call design ticket was obtained to ascertain the initial list of utility agencies /owners (UAOs) within the
study area for this project. As part of the PD&E study, the UAOs were contacted to acquire this information. Existing utility
facilities include power, gas, water, and communications. Coordination with utility providers will also take place during the
design phase of the project.

There are no railroads crossings within or immediately adjacent to the project limits.

The proposed improvements are not anticipated to have a substantial impact on utilities.

6.5 Construction

These impacts will be minimized by adherence to applicable state regulations and to applicable FDOT Standard
Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction. Construction activities for the Preferred Alternative will have temporary
air, noise, water quality, traffic flow, and visual impacts for those residents and travelers within the immediate vicinity of
the project. The contractor will adhere to the most current version of the FDOT's Standard Specifications for Road and
Bridge Construction in order to minimize or eliminate potential construction noise and vibration impacts. Should
unanticipated noise or vibration issues arise during the construction process, the Construction Engineer, in coordination
with the FDOT, will investigate additional methods of controlling these impacts. The air quality impact will be temporary
and will primarily be in the form of emissions from diesel powered construction equipment and dust from embankment and
haul road areas. Air pollution associated with the creation of airborne particles will be effectively controlled using watering
or the application of calcium chloride in accordance with FDOT's Standard Specifications for Road and Bridge
Construction.

The temporary traffic control will be designed and scheduled to minimize traffic delays throughout the project. Signs will be
used as appropriate to provide notice of lane closures and other pertinent information to the traveling public. The local
news media will be notified in advance of lane closings and other construction related activities, which could excessively
inconvenience the community, so that motorists can plan travel routes in advance. A sign providing the name, address,
and telephone number of a FDOT contact person will be displayed on site to assist the public in obtaining immediate
answers to questions and logging complaints about project activity. Temporary erosion control features, as specified in the
FDOT's Standard Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction Section 104, may include temporary grassing, sodding,
mulching, sandbagging, hay bales, slope drains, sediment basins, sediment checks, artificial coverings, and berms.

6.6 Bicycles and Pedestrians

Suncoast Parkway, as a limited access facility, is statutorily exempt from providing bicycle or pedestrian facilities. The
Suncoast Trail is located on the west side of the Suncoast Parkway. The Suncoast Trail is a 12-foot-wide paved multi-use
trail that extends through Hillsborough, Pasco, and Hernando counties. Within the project limits, the Suncoast Trail begins
at Lutz Lake Fern Road and continues beyond the end of the project limit. The proposed improvement also evaluated the




potential to provide safer connections for bicyclists and pedestrians along the cross-streets within the study area. The
Preferred Alternative for the interchanges includes shared-use paths between the ramp terminals.

6.7 Navigation

There are no United States Coast Guard bridges or navigable waters within the project limits.




7. Permits

The following environmental permits are anticipated for this project:

Federal Permit(s) Status
USACE Section 10 or Section 404 Permit To be acquired
State Permit(s) Status
DEP or WMD Environmental Resource Permit (ERP) To be acquired
DEP National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permit To be acquired

Permits Comments
The permits issued by the SWFWMD in 1997 and 1998 for the construction of the Suncoast Parkway accounted for a six

lane ultimate condition, although four lanes were originally constructed (permit numbers 4315560.00, 4315646.00,
4315753.00, 4315993.00, and 4316172.00).




8. Engineering Analysis Support

The engineering analysis supporting this environmental document is contained within the Preliminary Engineering Report.




9. Commitments Summary

To minimize the impacts of this project to the social, cultural, natural and physical environment, Florida Department of
Transportation (FDOT) has identified the following commitments:

1. If the listing status of the tricolored bat or monarch butterfly is elevated by USFWS to Threatened or Endangered,
the Enterprise commits to initiating technical assistance with USFWS during the design and permitting phase to
determine the appropriate survey methodology and regulations regarding the protection of this species.

2. The most recent version of the USFWS Standard Protection Measures for the Eastern Indigo Snake will be adhered
to during construction of the proposed project.

3. FTE is committed to constructing feasible and reasonable noise abatement measures contingent upon the following
conditions:

Final recommendations on the construction of abatement measures are determined during the project's final
design and through the public involvement process;
Detailed noise analyses during the final design process support the need, feasibility, and reasonableness of
providing abatement;
Cost analysis indicates that the cost of the noise barrier(s) will not exceed the cost reasonable criterion;
Community input supporting types, heights, and locations of the noise barrier(s) is provided to FTE; and
Safety and engineering aspects have been reviewed and any conflicts or issues resolved.

4. All Medium risk rated sites identified in the Contamination Screening Evaluation Report will be reevaluated for their
potential to impact the project during the design and ROW acquisition phases as applicable, to determine if a Level
Il Contamination Assessment is warranted. Level I| Contamination Assessment activities will be completed within
the project limits for those sites determined to have potential to impact construction and/or ROW acquisition.




10. Approved for Public Availability

Date:

Environmental or Project Development Manager




11. Public Involvement

The following is a summary of public involvement activities conducted for this project:

Summary of Activities Other than the Public Hearing

The project website, www.suncoastparkwaypde.com, was created for this PD&E Study to provide the public with project
specific information, provide an opportunity for the public to make comments and sign up to be added to the project
mailing list to receive updates on the project as it advances. Project newsletters were mailed out to all property owners
within at least 300 feet of the project centerline in February 2024 to introduce the PD&E Study and in June 2024 to
announce the Alternatives Public Information Meeting for the study.

Public meeting invitation letters were sent by e-mail to 33 elected officials, 42 appointed officials, and 46 interested
parties/organizations. Letters were mailed to 3,759 property owners and tenants adjacent to the study area. The
Alternatives Public Information Meeting was advertised on June 9, 2024 in the Tampa Bay Times and the La Gaceta
Spanish newspaper on June 14, 2024. An advertisement was published in The Florida Administrative Register (FAR) on
June 11, 2024. The Enterprise distributed a press release on June 18, 2024 to local media, and notices were posted on
the project website at www.SuncoastParkwayPDE.com, and the FDOT public notices website.

A Hybrid Alternatives Public Information Meeting was held in June 2024 and was composed of a Virtual Meeting and an
In-Person Meeting. The Alternatives Public Information Meeting had two participation options to select from: Virtual/Online
or by telephone on June 25, 2024, or in-person on June 27, 2024. The in-person component was held on Thursday, June
27, 2024 from 5:30 p.m. until 7:30 p.m. at the Hilton Garden Inn Suncoast Parkway located at 2155 Northpointe Parkway,
Lutz, FL 33558. The meeting was held to provide interested persons an opportunity to review the proposed project
alternatives, ask questions, and provide comments concerning the conceptual design, and potential social, economic, and
environmental effects of the proposed improvements.

A total of 49 people signed into the virtual meeting and of 63 people attended the In-Person Alternatives Public
Information Meeting, and ten questions and comments were received.

Date of Public Hearing: 04/10/2025

Summary of Public Hearing

A Hybrid Public Hearing was held in April 2025 and consisted of a Virtual Hearing and an In-Person Hearing. The Hybrid
Public Hearing had two participation options to select from: Virtual/Online or by telephone on April 8, 2025, and in-person
on April 10, 2025. The in-person component was held on April 10, 2025, beginning at 5:30 p.m. at the Hilton Garden Inn
Suncoast Parkway located at 2155 Northpointe Parkway, Lutz, FL 33558. The Hearing was held to provide interested
persons an opportunity to review the Recommended Alternative, ask questions, and provide comments concerning the
conceptual design, and potential social, economic, and environmental effects of the proposed improvements. The virtual
and in-person public hearing transcripts are attached.

Public Hearing invitation letters were sent by e-mail to 34 elected officials, 42 appointed officials, and 66 agency
representatives. Letters were mailed to 3,458 property owners and tenants adjacent to the study area. The Public Hearing
was advertised on March 23, 2025 and March 30, 2025 in the Tampa Bay Times and on March 21, 2025 and March 28,
2025 in the La Gaceta Spanish newspaper. An advertisement was published in The Florida Administrative Register (FAR)
on April 1, 2025. The Enterprise distributed a press release on April 1, 2025, to local media, and notices were posted on
the project website at www.SuncoastParkwayPDE.com, and the FDOT public notices website.




A total of 75 people signed into the Virtual Hearing. Attendees had the opportunity to listen to the Enterprise Project
Manager introduce the project and team members before watching the Public Hearing video presentation which described
the Recommended Alternative. After the presentation, the Enterprise Project Manager provided an opportunity for
attendees to provide a verbal comment. Sixteen (16) people provided a verbal comment during the Virtual Hearing.

The public was invited to attend the In-Person Public Hearing beginning at 5:30 p.m. with a formal presentation at 6:00
p.m. Attendees had an opportunity to view several project displays about the Recommended Alternative. Interactive smart
boards also were used to allow community members to focus on a specific area of the project and ask questions.
Members of the project team, including engineers and experts on traffic and noise, were available to discuss the project
with attendees and answer questions.

A total of 103 people attended the In-Person Public Hearing, and 13 people provided a statement at the microphone.
Between the Virtual and In-Person Hearing, 78 written comments were received.

Public comments received included concerns about existing and future traffic noise and opposition to the proposed
interchange at Rangeland Boulevard. Comments were also received that expressed support for the widening of Suncoast
Parkway to alleviate congestion. Responses were provided that explained the noise analyses process and criteria and
emphasized that final determinations on noise walls, design details, and construction measures will be revisited during the
design phase. Responses regarding the Rangeland Boulevard interchange clarified that it would proceed only after
completion of the roadway extension and with support from Pasco County and the local community, without committing to
construction at this stage.




12. Technical Materials

The following technical materials have been prepared to support this environmental document.

Sociocultural Effects Evaluation Technical Memo
Cultural Resources Assessment Survey
Location Hydraulics Report

Natural Resources Evaluation

Water Quality Impact Evaluation
Contamination Screening Evaluation Report
Noise Study Report

Utility Assessment Package

Preliminary Engineering Report

Pond Siting Report

Bridge Hydraulics Report

Public Involvement Plan




Attachments

Planning Consistency
Planning Consistency Documents

Social and Economic
Existing Land use Maps

Cultural Resources
SHPO Concurrence

Natural Resources
USFWS Technical Assistance Meeting Minutes
FWC Technical Assistance Meeting Record

Physical Resources
Potential Contamination Sites Map

Public Involvement
Public Hearing Virtual Transcript
Public Hearing In-Person Transcript
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PD&E WIDEN SUNCOAST PKWY(SR589) - S OF VAN DYKE RD TO SR52 (MP13-29) // 448068-1-22-01

COST FEASIBLE PROJECTS (2031-2050) - SIS HIGHWAY (IN MILLIONS OF $)

Hillsborough TPO 2050 LRTP Cost Feasible Plan

*Year of Expenditure Dollars

Project Funding FY
2031-FY 2035*

Project Costs (Present Day Dollars - 2024)

Project Funding FY 2036-FY 2040*

Project Funding FY 2041-FY 2050*

TOTAL TOTAL
Funding COoST COST YOE
Facility Description  Source CST ESTIMATE ESTIMATE PD&E PE ROW CST PD&E PE ROW CST
Sorvan
Dyke
Suncoast .
s-1 | Parkway/ | Roddo Widento | Federal/ $21.00 $32333| $344.33| $417.09 417,08
Fllsaze zxazhe | 8 Lanes State
SR 589’
Pasco
County Line
Ll | L-r '\-'I'E -
Frankland .
s2 |[1275 Bridge to | idlen 4 fe | Federal/ $858|  $11.07|  $11.07 $11.07
. 6 Lanes State
N of Lois
Avenue
Kennedy
Boulevard to
} Included Included
Whelom 4 ks R R
S-3 SR 60 [S\l'crzicef/?l';ﬁea 6 Il_';lr:\:s te: gfieeral/ $8.58 in above|  in above
. P 1-275 cost| [-275 cost
International
Airport
at Busch Interchange | Federal/ -
- - q7=
S-4 1-275 Boulevard M fea o | State $0.13 ot e $4.46 $6.95 $0.20 $6.76
at Fowler Interchange | Federal/ -
- - B | 0=
S-5 1-275 Avenue Mice fea o | State s $6.37 $6.51 $10.15 $0.21 <0,
N of
Hi sozrolgh .
s-6 | 1-275 Avenueto | Widen6to | Federal/ $2.27 $22353| $225.80| $437.19 $3.53 SA336T
8 Lanes State
S of Bearss
Avenue
at Fletcher Interchange Federal/ -
- - 7L : : : zT
S-7 1-275 Avenue Mo Featce | State $0.13 A7 $2.52 $3.93 $0.20 52.0d
s-8 | 1275 at Bearss Interchange | Federal/ s14nE|  $1000|  $23000| $254.68| $484.70 $2290|  $15.60 44520
Avenue [ TR EE T State
W of I-75 NB
O Lanyi il | Interchange | Federal/
S-9 1-4 E of Mango M fan o | State $37.86 $37.86 $59.06 $59.06
Road
E of Branch Managed
Forbes Road | | ..~ Federal/ -
S-10 | 1-4 to Polk Ia ‘-i a State $3.00 $298.10| $301.09| $582.98 S 07 $578.31
Parkway Py

106
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PD&E WIDEN SUNCOAST PKWY(SR589) - S OF VAN DYKE R

D TO SR52 (MP13-29) // 448068-1-22-01
Pasco MPO 2050 LRTP PRIORITIZATION AND FINANCIAL PLAN

COST FEASIBLE PLAN—ILLUSTRATIVE/VISION PROJECTS
(TURNPIKE AUTHORITY)

ID Project Name Project Extents Project Type Phase 2031to 2035
PDE
PE 26,386,908
118.1 SUNCOAST PKWY N of SR. 54 to SR. 52 Expand to 6-lane freeway oW
CST $263,869,082
PDE
PE $5,200,000
SUNCOAST PKWY Rangeland Blvd Interchange New Interchange
ROW $766,335
CST 52,000,000
PDE
- ; PE $14.870,000
1191 | SUNCOAST PKwy | | sborough County Line to e oo e freeway
Nof SR.54 ROW $439,375
CST 207495735

State Environmental Impact Report 190 Page 42 of 236



FDOT

Adopted FY 2025/26- 2029/30 TIP

FDOT
5 YEARTIP
HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY, DISTRICT 7

Major Investments for Economic Growth (2050 LRTP pg. 103)

ltem Number: 442665 1 Description: WIDEN SUNCOAST PKWY(SR589), S OF VAN DYKE-N OF LUTZ LAKE (MP13.2-16.5)
Project Length: 3.22 Extra Description:
LRTP: Major Projects, p. 103 Type of Work:  ADD LANES & RECONSTRUCT *sis*
Fund <2026 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 >2030 All Years
CONSTRUCTION - MANAGED BY FDOT
PKYI $5,934 SO S0 S0 S0 $11,690 $323,315,676 $323,333,300
Totals: $5,934 S0 $0 S0 $0 $11,690 $323,315,676 $323,333,300
PRELIMINARY ENGINEERING - MANAGED BY FDOT
PKYI $205,175 $21,000,000 S0 S0 S0 SO SO $21,205,175
Totals: $205,175 $21,000,000 S0 $0 $0 $0 S0 $21,205,175
RIGHT OF WAY - MANAGED BY FDOT
PKYI S0 $116,820 $71,240 $476,060 $324,373 SO S0 $988,493
Totals: $0 $116,820 $71,240 $476,060 $324,373 $0 $0 $988,493
Item 442665 1 Totals: $211,109 $21,116,820 $71,240 $476,060 $324,373 $11,690 $323,315,676 $345,526,968
ltem Number: 453056 1 Description: BIG BEND ROAD FROM US41 TO COVINGTON GARDEN DRIVE
Project Length:  1.015 Extra Description: 4 TO 6 LANES
LRTP: Major Projects, p. 103 Type of Work:  ADD LANES & RECONSTRUCT *sis*
Fund <2026 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 >2030 All Years
CONSTRUCTION - MANAGED BY HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY BOCC
LF S0 $12,040,953 S0 S0 S0 SO S0 $12,040,953
TRIP ) $8,226,980 S0 S0 S0 SO ) $8,226,980
TRWR S0 $3,813,973 S0 S0 S0 S0 S0 $3,813,973
Totals: $0 $24,081,906 $0 S0 S0 $0 $0 $24,081,906
Item 453056 1 Totals: $0 $24,081,906 S0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $24,081,906
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Pasco MPO FY 2026 - 2030 Transportation Improvement Program Project List

04/14/2025
TURNPIKE
Project Description: WIDEN SUNCOAST
Pasco MPO 2050 LRTP SIS Cost Feasible Plan: Page 190
*SIS*
PKWY(SRS89), COUNTY LINE TO N OF SR 54 T f Work: ADD LANES & RECONSTRUCT Project Length: 3.034MI
Item Number: 442665 2 (MP 17.5-20.5) vpe of Work: roject Length: 3.
District: 07 County: PASCO
Fiscal Year
Phase / Responsible Agency <2026 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030(>2030 All Years
PRELIMINARY ENGINEERING / MANAGED BY FDOT
Fund Code: | PKYI-TURNPIKE IMPROVEMENT 17,094 14,870,000 14,887,094
RIGHT OF WAY / MANAGED BY FDOT
Fund Code: | PKYI-TURNPIKE IMPROVEMENT 42,480 265,890 205,000 513,370
CONSTRUCTION / MANAGED BY FDOT
Fund Code: | PKYI-TURNPIKE IMPROVEMENT 291,413,844 291,413,844
Item: 442665 2 Totals 17,094 14,912,480 265,890 205,000 291,413,844 306,814,308
Project Totals 17,094 14,912,480 265,890 205,000 291,413,844 306,814,308
Project Description: RESURFACE SUNCOAST
Pasco MPO 2050 LRTP Cost Feasible Plan: Page 169
*SIS*

Type of Work: RESURFACING

Project Length: 8.766MI
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3/10/26, 4:11 PM FDOT OWP - Federal Aid Management; STIP Project Detail and Summaries Online Report

Florida Department of

TRANSPORTATION

E-Updates | EL511 | Site Map | Translate

Home
About FDOT
Contact Us
Maps & Data
Offices
Performance
Projects

Web Application

Federal Aid Management Sabrina Aubery - Manager

STIP Project Detail and Summaries Online Report
** Repayment Phases are not included in the Totals **
Selection Criteria
Approved STIP Detail
Financial Project:442665 1 | Related Items Shown
As Of:7/1/2025

TURNPIKE

Project Description: WIDEN SUNCOAST PKWY(SR589), S OF VAN DYKE-N
OF LUTZ LAKE (MP13.2-16.5)

District: 07 County: HILLSBOROUGH Type of Work: ADD LANES & RECONSTRUCT Project Length: 3.220MI

Item Number: 442665 1 *SIS*

Fiscal Year
__ |Phase/ResponsibleAgency <2026 [2026 2027 2028 2029  [>2029  |All Years

https://fdotewp1.dot.state.fl.us/fmsupportapps/stipamendments/stip.aspx 1/3




3/10/26, 4:11 PM

FDOT OWP - Federal Aid Management; STIP Project Detail and Summaries Online Report

PRELIMINARY ENGINEERING / MANAGED BY FDOT

COUNTY LINE (MP 16.5-17.5)

Fund Code:|PKYI-TURNPIKE IMPROVEMENT | 268,262/21,003,608| | | | | 21,271,870
RIGHT OF WAY / MANAGED BY FDOT
Fund Code:|PKYI-TURNPIKE IMPROVEMENT | | 116,820, 71,240/ 476,060 324,373 | 988,493
CONSTRUCTION / MANAGED BY FDOT
Fund Code:|PKYI-TURNPIKE IMPROVEMENT 8,879 323,327,366/323,336,245
Item: 442665 1 Totals| 277,141(21,120,428|  71,240| 476,060 324,373|323,327,366/345,596,608
ltem Number: 442665 3 Project Description: WIDEN SUNCOAST PKWY(SR589), N OF LUTZ LK TO *SIS*

District: 07 County: HILLSBOROUGH Type of Work: ADD LANES & RECONSTRUCT Project Length: 1.000MI
Fiscal Year
Phase / Responsible Agency <2026 2026 2027 12028 12029 >2029 |All Years
PRELIMINARY ENGINEERING / MANAGED BY FDOT

Fund Code:|PKYI-TURNPIKE IMPROVEMENT 1,500 1,500
Item: 442665 3 Totals 1,500 1,500
Project Totals| 277,141|21,121,928 71,240, 476,060 324,373/323,327,366/345,598,108
Grand Total| 277,141/21,121,928 71,240, 476,060 324,373/323,327,366/345,598,108

This site is maintained by the Office of Work Program and Budget, located at 605 Suwannee Street, MS 21, Tallahassee, Florida 32399.

For additional information please e-mail questions or comments to:
Federal Aid Management
Sabrina Aubery: Sabrina.Aubery@dot.state.fl.us Or call 850-414-4449
Or
Dawn Rudolph: Dawn.Rudolph@dot.state.fl.us Or call 850-414-4465

Reload STIP Selection Page

Office Home: Office of Work Program

Contact Us
Employment
MyFlorida.com
Performance
Statement of Agency,
Web Policies & Notices

https://fdotewp1.dot.state.fl.us/fmsupportapps/stipamendments/stip.aspx
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3/10/26, 4:12 PM

FDOT OWP - Federal Aid Management; STIP Project Detail and Summaries Online Report

Florida Department of

TRANSPORTATION

E-Updates | EL511 | Site Map | Translate

Home
About FDOT
Contact Us
Maps & Data
Offices
Performance
Projects

Web Application

Federal Aid Management Sabrina Aubery - Manager

STIP Project Detail and Summaries Online Report
** Repayment Phases are not included in the Totals **

Selection Criteria

Approved STIP Detail
Financial Project:442665 2 | Related Items Shown
As Of:7/1/2025

TURNPIKE
. Project Description: WIDEN SUNCOAST PKWY(SR589), COUNTY LINE TO N *Q|Q*
Item Number: 442665 2 OF SR 54 (MP 17.5-20.5) SIS
District: 07 County: PASCO Type of Work: ADD LANES & RECONSTRUCT Project Length: 3.034Ml
Fiscal Year
__ |Phase/ResponsibleAgency <2026 [2026  [2027 2028 2029  [>2029  |All Years

https://fdotewp1.dot.state.fl.us/fmsupportapps/stipamendments/stip.aspx

172



3/10/26, 4:12 PM

FDOT OWP - Federal Aid Management; STIP Project Detail and Summaries Online Report

PRELIMINARY ENGINEERING / MANAGED BY FDOT

Fund Code:|PKYI-TURNPIKE IMPROVEMENT | 16,624]  1,244/14,870,000| | | | 14,887,868
RIGHT OF WAY / MANAGED BY FDOT

Fund Code:|PKYI-TURNPIKE IMPROVEMENT | | | 42,480 265,890/ 205,000 | 513,370
CONSTRUCTION / MANAGED BY FDOT

Fund Code: PKYI-TURNPIKE IMPROVEMENT 291,413,844(291,413,844

ltem: 442665 2 Totals|  16,624]  1,244(14,912,480| 265,890 205,000291,413,844)306,815,082

Project Totals| 16,624  1,244(14,912,480| 265,890 205,000291,413,844)306,815,082

Grand Total| 16,624  1,244/14,912,480| 265,890, 205,000291,413,844)306,815,082

This site is maintained by the Office of Work Program and Budget, located at 605 Suwannee Street, MS 21, Tallahassee, Florida 32399.

For additional information please e-mail questions or comments to:
Sabrina Aubery: Sabrina.Aubery@dot.state.fl.us Or call 850-414-4449

Dawn Rudolph: Dawn.Rudolph@dot.state.fl.us Or call 850-414-4465

Federal Aid Management

Or

Reload STIP Selection Page

Office Home: Office of Work Program

Contact Us
Employment
MyFlorida.com
Performance
Statement of Agency.
Web Policies & Notices

© 1996-2019 Florida Department of Transportation

Florida Department of Transportation

Consistent, Predictable, Repeatable

https://fdotewp1.dot.state.fl.us/fmsupportapps/stipamendments/stip.aspx
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Florida Department of Transportation
RON DESANTIS Florida's Turnpike Enterprise JARED W. PERDUE, P.E.

GOVERNOR P.0. Box 613069, Ocoee, FL 34761 SECRETARY
407-532-3999

February 12, 2026

Alissa S. Lotane

Director and State Historic Preservation Officer
Florida Division of Historical Resources

Florida Department of State

R. A. Gray Building

500 South Bronough Street

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250

RE: Section 106 Stipulation VII Submission
PD&E WIDEN SUNCOAST PKWY(SR589) - S OF VAN DYKE RD TO SR52 (MP13-29)
Florida
FM # 448068-1-22-01
DHR CRAT Number: 2025-7039

Dear Ms. Lotane,

The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT), Florida's Turnpike Enterprise (Enterprise) is
conducting a Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Study to evaluate the widening of an
approximately 16-mile segment along Suncoast Parkway (State Road [SR] 589) from south of Van Dyke
Road to north of SR 52 (milepost [MP] 13 to 29) in Hillsborough and Pasco Counties, Florida (Financial
Project ID [FPID] No. 448068-1-22-01). The purpose of the cultural resources assessment survey (CRAS)
was to locate, identify, and bound any previously recorded or unrecorded cultural resources within the
project area of potential effects (APE) and to assess these resources in terms of their eligibility for listing
in the National Register of Historic Places (National Register) according to the criteria set forth in 36 CFR
Section 60.4.

The project complies with the revised Chapter 267, Florida Statutes (F.S.) and Stipulation VIl of the
Programmatic Agreement among the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), the FDOT, the Advisory
Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP), and the Florida State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO)
Regarding Implementation of the Federal-Aid Highway Program in Florida (Programmatic Agreement,
effective September 27, 2023). This assessment meets the standards embodied in the FDHR's Cultural
Resource Management Standards and Operational Manual (February 2003) and Chapter 1A-46 (
Archaeological and Historical Report Standards and Guidelines), Florida Administrative Code. In addition,
this report was prepared in conformity with standards set forth in Part 2, Chapter 8 (Archaeological and
Historical Resources) of the FDOT PD&E Manual (effective July 31, 2024). All work also conforms to
professional guidelines set forth in the Secretary of the Interior's Standards and Guidelines for
Archaeology and Historic Preservation (48 FR 44716, as amended and annotated). Historic linear
resource evaluation was conducted in accordance with the FDOT Historic Linear Resource Guide.
Principal Investigators also meet the Secretary of the Interior's Professional Qualification Standards (48
FR 44716) for archaeology, history, architecture, architectural history, or historic architecture.




The majority of the archaeological APE is located within areas that have been previously surveyed for
archaeological resources during one or more of the following surveys and that were previously disturbed
during construction of major roadway, co-located drainage facilities, and underground utility corridors:

An Archaeological and Historical Assessment of the Proposed North Suncoast Expressway,
Hillsborough, Pasco, and Hernando Counties, Florida (HDR Engineering, Inc. 1990; FMSF Manuscript
No. 2684)

A Cultural Resource Assessment Survey Suncoast Parkway Reevaluation Areas Hillsborough, Pasco,
and Hernando Counties, Florida (ACl 1995; Florida Master Site File [FMSF] Manuscript No. 4889)
Cultural Resource Assessment Survey Report, Veterans Expressway (SR 589) Project Development
and Environment (PD&E) Study from Memorial Highway to Van Dyke Road, Hillsborough County,
Florida (ACI 2005; FMSF Manuscript No. 14392)

Cultural Resource Assessment Survey PD&E Study, Van Dyke Road from Gunn Highway to East of
Whirley Road, Hillsborough County, Florida (ACI 2025; FMSF Manuscript No. 29773)

Cultural Resource Assessment Survey Report Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Study,
Lutz Lake Fern Road from West of the Suncoast Parkway (SR 589) to Dale Mabry Highway (SR 597),
Hillsborough County, Florida (ACI 2006; FMSF Manuscript No. 13273)

Cultural Resource Assessment Survey of the State Road 54 Expansion/Re-alignment Project Right-of-
Way (Piper Archaeological Research 1990; FMSF Manuscript No. 2449)

Development of Regional Impact, Archaeological and Historical Survey, Bexley Ranch, Pasco County,
Florida (Panamerican Consultants, Inc. [PCI]; FMSF Manuscript No. 9292)

Cultural Resource Assessment of the Proposed Ridge Road Extension, Pasco County, Florida (White
1998; FMSF Manuscript No. 5826)

Cultural Resource Assessment Survey of the Angeline Ranch Property, Pasco County, Florida (ACI
2017; FMSF Manuscript No. 24998)

Cultural Resource Assessment Survey Update Technical Memorandum State Road (SR) 52 from East
of the Suncoast Parkway to West of Interstate 75 (I-75) Project Development and Environment
(PD&E) Study Reevaluation, Pasco County, Florida (ACI 2006; FMSF Manuscript No. 14885)

The only portions of the archaeological APE that fall outside of the boundaries of these previous cultural
resource surveys at the time field work was conducted are the southernmost areas of newly proposed
ROW and several lengths of Van Dyke Road located to the east and west of the Suncoast Parkway.
Therefore, the archaeological APE for this survey consisted of the footprint of the limits of construction,
the infield areas at existing interchanges, an infield area at the proposed interchange, and proposed ROW
with subsurface testing focused on the previously unsurveyed areas. In cases where proposed
improvements were minor and limited to pavement marking of existing hardscape or minor adjustments to
curb/median in areas that had already been formerly cleared, grubbed, and hardscaped, these small
areas were considered to fall outside of the archaeological APE since they would not have the potential to
affect intact archaeological resources.

To account for the proposed widening of the existing Suncoast Parkway facility and to account for
proposed elevated bridges at interchanges, the historic resources APE consisted of the footprint of all
existing and proposed ROW, parcels/resources adjacent to the existing and proposed Suncoast Parkway
ROW for a distance of up to 150 feet, a 250-foot buffer off all proposed bridges, and the area of pavement
marking proposed outside of existing/proposed ROW on Deerbrook Boulevard to the east of the Suncoast




Parkway and north of SR 52.

Subsurface testing focused on the previously unsurveyed areas along Van Dyke Road due the previous
survey efforts and the limitations on subsurface testing within the remainder of the APE resulting from the
presence of hardscape, underground utilities, berms, drainage ditches, wetlands, and standing water.
Therefore, the results of the current survey, as well as past testing conducted within the current APE
during previous survey efforts, indicate a low potential for significant archaeological deposits within the
archaeological APE. No archaeological sites or occurrences were identified within the archaeological APE
as a result of the current survey effort.

Historic resources survey efforts also focused on the entire APE, regardless of the level of previous
survey work, due to the potential for resources to have become newly historic since the previous survey
efforts were conducted. The historic resources survey identified two previously recorded resources and
two newly recorded resources within the historic resources APE. The previously recorded resources
consist of Old Dade City Road (8PA113) and SR 54 (8PA2472). Old Dade City Road was first recorded in
its entirety in 1982, and other segments recorded in 1998, 2003, 2008, 2015, 2021, and 2022 have each
been determined ineligible by the SHPO. The unrecorded segment of Old Dade City Road in the current
APE is similar to the rural, dirt-paved section recorded in 1998 that was determined National Register-
ineligible by the SHPO, whereas the other recorded segments have been modernized sections of
highway. Within the APE, the historic road no longer retains its original alignment nor its historic setting
after the construction of Suncoast Parkway, which bisected the road; therefore, it no longer retains
connectivity east and west of the Parkway. Various segments of SR 54 have been recorded throughout
Pasco County, all of which have been determined National Register-ineligible by the SHPO. The
unrecorded portion of SR 54 within the APE exhibits modern alterations such as widening, pavement
markings, and signage similar to other sections determined ineligible. While the segments of Old Dade
City Road (8PA113) and SR 54 (8PA2472) within the APE appear to be National Register-ineligible, there
is insufficient information to evaluate either of these resources in their entirety. The two newly recorded
resources consist of residences (8HI115819-8HI15820) that are considered ineligible for the National
Register because they exhibit common styles of architecture, modifications, and lack historical
associations. FMSF forms were prepared for the newly recorded resources, and updated FMSF forms
were prepared for the segments of the two previously recorded resources that had not been previously
recorded within the current APE, in accordance with the Historic Linear Resource Guide (FDHR 2022).
Based on this survey, the project, as currently proposed, will have no adverse effect on the four identified
resources, which are all not considered eligible for inclusion in the National Register.

The CRAS Report is provided for your review and comment. If you have any questions or need
assistance, please contact me at 407-264-3293 or via email at Annemarie.Hammond@dot.state.fl.us. Thank you
for your continued assistance on Enterprise projects.

Based on the review summarized above, FDOT has determined that this project 448068-1-22-01 will
result in No Adverse Effect on historic properties conditional upon SHPO comments provided below.
In accordance with Stipulation 111.B. of the Section 106 Programmatic Agreement (PA), this review was
conducted by or under the supervision of a person(s) meeting the Secretary of the Interior's Professional
Qualifications Standards (36 C.F.R. Part 61, Appendix A and 48 FR 44716) in the fields of History,
Archaeology, and Architectural History. The Environmental review, consultation, and other actions




required by applicable federal environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, carried out by
the FDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. & 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated May 26, 2022, and
executed by the FHWA and FDOT.

Sincerely,

Electronically signed by Annemarie Hammond on February 12, 2026

The Florida Division of Historical Resources finds the attached documentation contains sufficient
information and concurs with the recommendations and findings provided in this letter for SHPO/FDHR
Project File Number 2025-7039.

SHPO/FDHR Comments
We look forward to reviewing a monitoring report and further consultation.

G March 6, 2026

Signed Date
Alissa S. Lotane, Director

State Historic Preservation Officer

Florida Division of Historical Resources

cc: Lindsay Rothrock, Cultural & Historical Resource Specialist
FDOT Office of Environmental Management

Submitted Documents
- 44806812201-SEIR-FTE-Supplemental_Files_for FDHR(michael.garau@kimley-horn.com)-2025-0929.zip (Florida Master

Site File Forms)
Supplemental Files for FDHR(michael.garau@kimley-horn.com)

- 44806812201-SEIR-FTE-CRAS_FTE_Suncoast_Pkwy_448068-1_02-06-2026-2026-0211.pdf (Cultural Resources
Assessment Survey (CRAS))
CRAS FTE Suncoast Pkwy 448068-1 02-06-2026

- 44806812201-SEIR-FTE-2025-7039_RAI_Questions_w_Notes-2025-1106.pdf (Cultural Resources Assessment
Survey (CRAS))
2025-7039 RAI Questions w Notes
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Record of Meeting

Meeting Date/Time: 9/24/2025

2:30pm (EDT)

Attendees:

Subject: 448068-1 PD&E Widen Suncoast Parkway from Van Dyke to SR 52
USFWS Technical Assistance Meeting

Name Organization
Fred Gaines Enterprise/Atkins
Annemarie Hammond | Enterprise
Nicolette Lundie Enterprise
Greg Moore Enterprise
Blake Meinecke Enterprise
Zakia Williams USFWS
Michael Garau Kimley-Horn
Sarah Johnson Kimley-Horn
Christine Umi Prince | Kimley-Horn

Project Overview

The project proposes capacity improvements and potential new and/or modified interchanges
along the Suncoast Parkway (SR 589) from south of Van Dyke Road to SR 52 (MP 13-29) in
Hillsborough and Pasco Counties for a distance of approximately 16 miles. As part of the study,
all existing interchanges within the project limits and the need for a new interchange at Rangeland
Boulevard are being evaluated. Existing interchanges include Van Dyke Road, Lutz Lake Fern
Road, SR 54, Ridge Road, and SR 52.

The Suncoast Parkway is currently a four lane (two lanes in each direction), tolled, limited access
facility within the study limits. The proposed project includes widening to eight lanes from south
of Van Dyke Road to north of SR 54 and widening to six lanes from north of SR 54 to north of SR
52. Within the study limits, the roadway is functionally classified as an Urban Principal Arterial -
Freeway and Expressway and has a posted speed limit of 60 miles per hour (mph) from
approximately MP 13 to MP 17 and 70 mph from MP 17 to MP 29. In addition, the Suncoast Trail,
part of the greater Florida Shared-Use Non-motorized (SUN) Trail network, runs along the west
side of the Suncoast Parkway from Lutz Lake Fern Road to the north beyond the project limits.

Zakia Williams requested a brief overview of the interchanges. It was noted that the only new
interchange would be at Rangeland Blvd but Pasco County would need to build the extension of
Rangeland Blvd first.




Page 2
Typical Section

L siiirg Mg ol Wy | BOGT - 4087

W foncosi? Teall begin o Luts Lake Pern id

Figure 2-2. Proposed Typical Section — Segment 1
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Figure 2-3. Proposed Typical Section — Segment 2

Overview of Environmental Findings
1. Wetlands

e The majority of the wetlands to be impacted by the proposed project include previously
disturbed wetlands adjacent to existing roadways. A total of 6.15 acres of wetlands and
0.60 acres of other surface waters are present within the footprint of the Preferred
Alternative.

e Construction of the Preferred Alternative may result in an estimated loss of 4.85 functional
units. Of the total estimated functional unit loss, 4.12 functional units would result from
direct impacts and 0.73 functional units would result from secondary impacts.

e No EFH within project limits

2. Protected Species

e Eight (8) federally listed species, two (2) federally proposed species, and 22 state listed
species have been reviewed for the potential to occur within the project study area.

e The project is not within any U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) designated critical
habitat.

e |PaC identified the red-cockaded woodpecker and Everglade snail kite as having the
potential to occur in the project limits. However, since the project study area does not
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overlap the CA for either species they are not discussed in this report. Additionally, since
there were not reported bald eagle nests within 1-mile of the project limits, the bald eagle
is not discussed in this report.
Listed Species Effect Determinations
1. Flora

a. Carter's Warea (Warea carteri) — No effect

b. Florida Golden Aster (Chrysopsis floridana) — No effect

c. Pygmy Fringe Tree (Chionanthus pygmaeus) — No effect

d. Short-leaved Rosemary (Conradina brevifolia) — No effect

a. Eastern Indigo Snake (Drymarchon couperi) — MANLAA

e Eastern Indigo Snake key was used to reach determination.
Tricolored bat (Perimyotis subflavus) — not likely to jeopardize

Monarch Butterfly (Danaus plexippus) — not likely to jeopardize

Eastern Black Rail (Laterallus jamaicensis ssp. jamaicensis) — No effect

® oo o

Florida Scrub-jay (Aphelocoma coerulescens) — MANLAA
e No scrub habitat in the project footprint or ROW.

e Scrub-jay surveys were conducted in the 90s particularly near Serenova tract but none
have been documented in the area since.

f.  Wood Stork (Mycteria americana) — MANLAA
Implementation Measures

e A survey for listed plant species will be performed during the design phase and coordination with
FDACS will occur if impacts to these species are anticipated.

Commitments

e |Ifthe listing status of the tricolored bat or monarch butterfly is elevated by USFWS to Threatened
or Endangered, the Enterprise commits to initiating technical assistance with USFWS during the
design and permitting phase to determine the appropriate survey methodology and regulations
regarding the protection of this species.

e The most recent version of the USFWS Standard Protection Measures for the Eastern Indigo
Snake will be adhered to during construction of the proposed project.
Closing Remarks

e It was noted that the project will be advancing to design in segments — starting with the first 3
miles from the south to approximately the county line, next segment to go up to SR 54, then
everything north.

e Zakia to screen project limits with their most recent data and will notify if any issues. ETDM review
was done under #14503.




Record of Meeting

Meeting Date/Time: 9/26/2025

8:30 am (EDT)

Attendees:

Subject: 448068-1 PD&E Widen Suncoast Parkway from Van Dyke to SR 52
FWC Technical Assistance Meeting

Name Organization
Fred Gaines Enterprise/Atkins
Annemarie Hammond | Enterprise
Nicolette Lundie Enterprise
Kate Groninger Enterprise
Rupa Magar-Chhabra | Enterprise
Greg Moore Enterprise
Blake Meinecke Enterprise
Doug Zang Enterprise
Laura DiGruttolo FWC
Elijah McBridge FWC
Michael Garau Kimley-Horn
Sarah Johnson Kimley-Horn

Project Overview

The project proposes capacity improvements and potential new and/or modified interchanges
along the Suncoast Parkway (SR 589) from south of Van Dyke Road to SR 52 (MP 13-29) in
Hillsborough and Pasco Counties for a distance of approximately 16 miles. As part of the study,
all existing interchanges within the project limits and the need for a new interchange at Rangeland
Boulevard are being evaluated. Existing interchanges include Van Dyke Road, Lutz Lake Fern
Road, SR 54, Ridge Road, and SR 52.

The Suncoast Parkway is currently a four lane (two lanes in each direction), tolled, limited access
facility within the study limits. The proposed project includes widening to eight lanes from south
of Van Dyke Road to north of SR 54 and widening to six lanes from north of SR 54 to north of SR
52. Within the study limits, the roadway is functionally classified as an Urban Principal Arterial -
Freeway and Expressway and has a posted speed limit of 60 miles per hour (mph) from
approximately MP 13 to MP 17 and 70 mph from MP 17 to MP 29. In addition, the Suncoast Trail,
part of the greater Florida Shared-Use Non-motorized (SUN) Trail network, runs along the west
side of the Suncoast Parkway from Lutz Lake Fern Road to the north beyond the project limits.
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Figure 2-2. Proposed Typical Section — Segment 1
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Figure 2-3. Proposed Typical Section — Segment 2

Overview of Environmental Findings
1. Wetlands

The majority of the wetlands to be impacted by the proposed project include previously
disturbed wetlands adjacent to existing roadways. A total of 6.15 acres of wetlands and
0.60 acres of other surface waters are present within the footprint of the Preferred
Alternative.

Construction of the Preferred Alternative may result in an estimated loss of 4.85 functional
units. Of the total estimated functional unit loss, 4.12 functional units would result from
direct impacts and 0.73 functional units would result from secondary impacts.

No EFH within project limits

2. Protected Species

Eight (8) federally listed species, two (2) federally proposed species, and 22 state listed
species have been reviewed for the potential to occur within the project study area.

There are no reported bald eagle nests within 1-mile of the project limits. Therefore, the
bald eagle is not discussed in this report.
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Listed Species Effect Determinations

1.

2. Fauna

Flora
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Celestial Lily (Nemastylis floridana) — no adverse effect anticipated
Craighead's Nodding-caps (Triphora craigheadii) — no effect anticipated
Cutthroat Grass (Panicum abscissum) — no adverse effect anticipated

Florida Beargrass (Nolina atopocarpa) — no effect anticipated

Florida Spiny-pod (Matelea floridana) — no effect anticipated

Florida Willow (Salix floridana) — no effect anticipated

Giant Orchid (Pteroglossaspis ecristata) — no adverse effect anticipated
Incised Groove-bur (Agrimonia incisa) — no adverse effect anticipated
Many-flowered Grass-pink (Calopogon multiflorus) — no adverse effect anticipated
Nodding Pinweed (Lechea cernua) — no effect anticipated

Piedmont Jointgrass (Coelorachis tuberculosa) — no adverse effect anticipated

Pondspice (Litsea aestivalis) — no adverse effect anticipated

. Pygmy Pipes (Monotropsis reynoldsiae) — no adverse effect anticipated

Sand Butterfly Pea (Centrosema arenicola) — no adverse effect anticipated

Yellow Fringeless Orchid (Platanthera integra) — no adverse effect anticipated

Gopher Tortoise (Gopherus polyphemus) — no adverse effect anticipated

Short-tailed Snake (Lampropeltis extenuata) — no adverse effect anticipated

Florida Burrowing Owl (Athene cunicularia floridana) — no adverse effect anticipated
Florida Sandhill Crane (Grus canadensis pratensis) — no adverse effect anticipated
Southeastern American Kestrel (Falco sparverius paulus) — no adverse effect anticipated
Little Blue Heron (Egretta caerulea) — no adverse effect anticipated

Tricolored Heron (Egretta tricolor) — no adverse effect anticipated

Florida Black Bear (Ursus americanus floridanus) — no anticipated impacts

Implementation Measures

A survey for listed plant species will be performed during the design phase and coordination with
FDACS will occur if impacts to these species are anticipated.

Surveys for gopher tortoise burrows, as well as commensal species, will be conducted during the
design phase and permits to relocate tortoises and commensals as appropriate will be obtained
from the FWC.

Surveys for the southeastern American kestrel will be conducted during the nesting season (May
through August) in the design phase. If it is determined nest areas are found and could be
impacted by the project, the Enterprise will coordinate with FWC to determine appropriate
avoidance and minimization measures to apply during construction.
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e Surveys for Florida sandhill crane nest sites will be conducted during the design phase. If it is
determined nest areas are found and could be impacted by the project, the Enterprise will
coordinate with FWC to determine appropriate avoidance and minimization measures to apply

during construction.

e Contractors will be required to follow the FDOT Contractor Requirements for Unanticipated
Interaction with Protected Species for the black bear as part of the FDOT Standard Specification
for Road and Bridge Construction Section 7-1.4.
Commitments
e The most recent version of the USFWS Standard Protection Measures for the Eastern Indigo
Snake will be adhered to during construction of the proposed project.
Closing Remarks

e Laura (FWC) noted that the findings look complete. Fred stated that this project is state funded,
so Turnpike does not send out the NRE.
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FLORI DA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON, FLORI DA' S
TURNPI KE ENTERPRI SE

SUNCOAST PARKWAY PD&E MEETI NG )

BEFORE: Virtual Public Hearing
DATE: April 8, 2025

Tl MVE: Commencing at 6:00 p. m
PLACE: Zoom Tel econf erence

Pages 1 - 59

Murray Court Reporting

info@murravcropro.com
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APPEARANCES:
G eg Moor e,

Proj ect Manager

Murray Court Reporting
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MR. MOORE: Good Evening. The Florida
Departnment of Transportation, Florida s Turnpike
Enterprise would Iike to welcone you to the public
heari ng for Suncoast Parkway from south of Van
Dyke Road to State Road 52 Project Devel opnent and
Envi ronnment or PD&E study. This public hearing is
for Financial Project Identification No. 448068-1.
Thi s environnental study has been conducted by
Florida's Turnpi ke Enterprise in conpliance with
all applicable federal environnental |aws, and
pursuant to United States Code 23, United States
Code Section 327.

The proposed project involves w dening the
Suncoast Parkway from south of Van Dyke to State
Road 52, inprovenents to the existing interchanges
at Van Dyke Road, Lutz Lake Fern Road, State Road
54, Ridge Road, and State Road 52, as well as a
potential new interchange at Rangel and Boul evar d.

| would like to formally open the public
hearing. Today is Tuesday, April 8th, 2025, and
the time is approximately 6 p. m

My nane is G eg More. | amthe Turnpike's
proj ect manager for this PD& study. And I'm

supported tonight by representatives from

Murray Court Reporting

info@murravcropro.com
A= 4 ~
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Florida's Turnpi ke Enterprise and the consultant
project team W are holding this public hearing
virtually and wel cone those who are participating
virtually or are listening through the tel ephone.

At this tine we would like to recogni ze any
federal, state, county or city officials who
registered to attend this virtual public neeting.
We do have one Nancy Pettit, Bexley Conmmunity
Devel opnent District Board of Supervisors. W'd
like to wel cone Nancy. And welcone to al
partici pants tonight.

I f you do not hear audio during the
presentation, please check your conputer speaker
settings using Control Panel. |If you experience
technical difficulties during the virtual hearing,
pl ease contact technical support at
TPKneet i ngsupport @OT. state. FL. US. I n the event
of technical difficulties during the virtua
heari ng, please stay online while we work to
resol ve the issue.

W will now begin the project presentation.
The Florida Departnent of Transportation,
Florida's Turnpi ke Enterprise wel comes you to the
public hearing for the Suncoast Parkway, also

known as State Road 589, Project Devel opnent and

Murray Court Reporting

info@murravcropro.com
A= 4 ~
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Envi ronnment, or PD&E study, of the Suncoast Parkway
mai nl ine wi dening from south of Van Dyke Road to
State Road 52 in Hillsborough and Pasco Counti es.

This public hearing is for Financial Project
| dentification No. 448068-1. This environnental
study has been conducted by the Enterprise in
conpliance wth all federal environnental |aws and
pursuant to 23, United States Code, Section 327.

The purpose of this public hearing is to
share information with the general public about the
proposed i nprovenent, its conceptual design, and
the potential beneficial and adverse soci al,
econom ¢, and environnental effects upon the
comruni ty.

The public hearing al so serves as an official
forum providi ng an opportunity for nenbers of the
public to express their opinions regarding the
proj ect .

This public hearing was advertised consi stent
with federal and state requirenents shown on the
sl i de.

This project is being devel oped in accordance
with the Gvil R ghts Act of 1964. Under Title VI
of the Gvil R ghts Act, public participation is

Murray Court Reporting

info@murravcrpro.com
A= 4 ~
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solicited without regard to race, color, national
origin, age, sex, religion, disability, or famly
status. Please contact either Desarae Stills or

St ef an Kul akowski at the address or phone nunber

shown here to express any concerns regarding the

Enterprise's conpliance with Title VI.

This public hearing provides nultiple
participation options. The virtual option is
bei ng hel d on Tuesday, April 8th, 2025. Menbers
of the public can participate via the GoToWbi nar
system or using their tel ephone.

The i n-person option is being held on
Thursday, April 10th, 2025, at the Hilton Garden
Inn. The sanme information is being presented
during both options and verbatimtranscripts wll
be nade of all oral proceedings. The public
heari ng video will be posted to the project
website.

The remai nder of this presentation wll
provi de an overvi ew of the study, project needs,
and our comunity involvenent efforts. W wll
then review the Preferred Alternative and
Potential Environnmental Effects both benefici al
and adver se.

The study limts extend al ong the Suncoast

Murray Court Reporting

info@murravcropro.com
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© 00 N oo o b W DN P

N N NN NN P P P PP PP PR R
o »h W N RBP O © 0O N O O M W N B O

Par kway from south of Van Dyke Road at M| e Post
13 to the State Road 52 at MIle Post 29. The
project is located within both Hi Il sborough and
Pasco Counties. There are five existing

i nterchanges within the study limts.

Pasco County is currently eval uating
ext endi ng Rangel and Boul evard across the Suncoast
Par kway. This PD&E study al so includes eval uating
one potential new interchange at Rangel and
Boul evard as requested by Pasco County.

The purpose and need for a project provides a
basis for devel opi ng, considering, evaluating, and
elimnating project alternatives. The project
pur pose and need are to accomobdate year 2050
travel demands, enhance safety, inprove travel
time reliability, and enhance energency response
and evacuati on.

In 2000, the population within Hillsborough
and Pasco Counties was just over one-nillion
people, and it nore than doubl ed by 2023. The
popul ation within the two counties is forecasted
to be over 2.8-mllion people by the year 2050.
Wth a project |located within a rapidly grow ng
region, travel demands on the Suncoast Parkway are

expected to increase by 70 percent. |If nothing is
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done, the existing roadways in the study area
woul d not be able to accomnmopdate the expected
increase in traffic.

| nprovenents to the Suncoast Parkway are
needed to accommpbdat e year 2050 travel denands.
In order to accommpdate this denmand, six |anes are
needed now from south of Van Dyke Road to north of
State Road 54. And eight lanes will be needed by
2040. Fromnorth of State Road 54 to Ri dge Road,
six lanes will be needed by 2030. From Ri dge Road
to State Road 52, six lanes will be needed by
2035.

| nprovenents to the Suncoast Parkway are
needed to enhance safety. Between 2018 and 2022,
there were approximately 1,045 crashes wthin the
study limts equating to an econom ¢ cost of
$145 million. |If nothing is done, increased
congestion will lead to an increase in crashes.

| nprovenents to the Suncoast Parkway are
needed to inprove travel tine reliability.
Currently, there is congestion during the norning
and afternoon rush hours al ong the Suncoast
Par kway and at the State Road 54 interchange. The
proposed i nprovenents are expected to reduce

travel tines during peak periods.

Murray Court Reporting

info@murravcropro.com
A= 4 ~




© 00 N oo o b W DN P

N N NN NN P P P PP PP PR R
o »h W N RBP O © 0O N O O M W N B O

And finally, inprovenents are also needed to
efficiently process |large volunes of traffic
during energency evacuation events.

Serving coommunities is at the center of
everything the Florida Departnent of
Transportation does. During the devel opnent of
this project, the Enterprise has engaged adj acent
comrmuni ti es and stakehol ders in the project's
deci si on- maki ng process.

In the February of 2024, over 2,400
newsl etters announcing the start of the study were
distributed to residents, property owners, and
interested parties. An Alternatives Public
| nformati on Meeting was then held in June of 2024
where project alternatives were presented.

Approxi mately 100 people attended the Alternatives
Public Informati on Meeting, and over 40 witten
coments were provided to the project team
Community feedback is at the core of all we do.

The Fl orida Departnent of Transportation
works with the public to balance their conmunity
vision for the communities' transportation needs.
This is routine on all of our projects to insure
Florida's infrastructure is safe, resilient, and

efficient for many years into the future.
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This includes coordination with |ocal
governnents and agencies to receive input that was
i ncorporated into the Preferred Project
Alternative. A Preferred Project Alternative has
been devel oped based on the project needs,
envi ronnental and engi neering eval uati ons, and
community invol venent. The Preferred Project
Al ternative woul d wi den the Suncoast Parkway to
ei ght | anes from south of Van Dyke Road to north
of State Road 54. Wden the Suncoast Parkway to
six lanes fromnorth of State Road 54 to State
Road 52, inprove existing interchanges, and
accomodate a future interchange at Rangel and
Boul evard.

From south of Van Dyke Road to north of State
Road 54, widening to the inside and outside is
proposed to include four 12-foot-w de travel |anes
in each direction, separated by a 26-foot-w de
median with a barrier wall. Fromnorth of State
Road 54 to State Road 52, widening to the inside
is proposed to provide three 12-foot-w de travel
| anes in each direction, separated by a
40- f oot - w de nedi an.

Now we wi Il cover the details of the

Preferred Alternative related to the five existing
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i nterchange | ocations. After, we will discuss the
ongoi ng planning efforts around a potential new
i nterchange at the future Rangel and Boul evar d.

At the Van Dyke Road interchange the
Preferred Alternative includes adding an
additional left-turn lane to the northbound and
sout hbound of franps, and adding a turn |ane al ong
Van Dyke Road in the westbound direction to
Ranbl ewood Road. Hillsborough County is currently
pl anni ng i nprovenents to Van Dyke Road t hat
i ncl udes addi ng a shared-view s path through the
south side of the interchange. Proposed
i nt erchange i nprovenents, as noted on this slide,
w || accommpbdate the County's planned shared-use
path. |In addition, a shared-use path on the north
side is proposed as part of the interchange
nodi fi cati ons.

At the Lutz Lake Fern Road interchange the
preferred alternative consists of mnor
nodi fications that includes adding additional turn
| anes and extending turn | anes at the
intersections. In addition, a shared-use path is
proposed within the interchange area on both sides
of Lutz Lake Fern Road.

At the State Road 54 interchange, the
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preferred alternative includes addi ng an
addi tional right-turn |lane to the northbound
of franp, an additional right and left turn lane to
t he sout hbound offranp, and an additional |eft
turn | ane from westbound State Road 54 to the
sout hbound onranp. Along State Road 54 itself, an
addi ti onal through | ane woul d be added in the
west bound direction begi nning at the sout hbound
of franp continui ng past Crossings Boul evard and up
to South Branch Boul evard. | nprovenents woul d
al so include a shared-use path on both sides
wi thin the interchange area.

At the Ridge Road interchange, the preferred
alternative includes adding left-and right-turn
| anes to northbound offranp, realigning the
right-turn lane fromthe southbound offranmp to
i nprove the safety of the trail crossing, and
adding a left-turn | ane from east bound R dge Road
to the northbound onranp. Inprovenents include
addi ng a shared-use path on the north side within
t he i nterchange area.

At the State Road 52 interchange, the
preferred alternative includes adding a left-and
right-turn | ane to northbound of franp, and addi ng

a second right-turn |ane from eastbound State Road
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52 to the southbound onranp. | nprovenents would
al so include a shared-use path on both sides
wi thin the interchange area.

W will now discuss the ongoing planning and
devel opnent of a potential new interchange with a
future extension of Rangel and Boul evard. Wen
consi dering any new i nterchange connecti on,
Florida's Turnpi ke Enterprise adheres to the
following criteria: A new interchange nust
connect to a public roadway and serve al
novenents. The interchange nust neet safety and
operational requirenents. The interchange nust be
supported by the local community. [t plays a high
priority in projects that are welconme wthin the
communi ti es we serve.

And finally, the interchange nust be
consistent with | ocal governnent plans and
priorities. The preferred alternative includes
addi ng a new i nterchange at Rangel and Boul evard.
However, a new interchange woul d not be
constructed until all criteria are net and funding
has been identified.

W will now review the interchange concept
devel oped for Rangel and Boul evard. At Rangel and

Boul evard, the interchange concept includes | oop
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ranps on the north side of the Future Rangel and
Boul evard. The sout hbound of franp woul d i ncl ude
two left-turn lanes, and a single right-turn | ane.
Two | eft-turn [ anes would be provided fromto

East bound Rangel and Boul evard to access sout hbound
Suncoast Parkway. The northbound of franp woul d
include two left |lanes and two right-turn | anes.

A single left-turn | ane woul d be provided from
east bound Rangel and Boul evard to access nort hbound
Suncoast Par kway.

Accommodat i ng the northbound ranps involves a
need for additional right-of-way fromthe adjacent
parcel as shown in yellow The addition of the
new i nt erchange woul d al so require sone m nor
nodi fications to the alignnment of the Suncoast
Trail, as indicated on the slide.

Trail users would go under the Rangel and
Boul evard Bridge, cross the intersection on the
west side through a crosswal k, and then continue
around the interchange ranp to the north as shown.

As a rem nder, an interchange at Rangel and
Boul evard woul d not be constructed until the
previously discussed criteria are net.

As part of every PD&E Study, the No-Build or
No- Action Alternative is considered. The No-Build
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Al ternative describes the conditions that wll
occur if the mainline w dening or interchange

i nprovenents are not built. Advantages include no
i npacts to the social, physical, or natural

envi ronnent, and no additional right-of-way or
construction costs.

Di sadvant ages i ncl ude i ncreased congestion
and safety issues, slower energency evacuation and
response tines, and future growh in the region
woul d not be accommodat ed.

Sel ection of the No-Build Alternative would
not neet the project's purpose and need. Wen
conparing the No-Build Alternative versus the
Build Alternative, the Build Alternative
el i m nates mai nline backups reduci ng Suncoast
travel tinme by 17 percent between Van Dyke Road
and State Road 52.

Wth the project access enhancenents, signal
delay within the study area decreases by
43 percent. The Build Alternative also reduces
congestion on |ocal roads such as State Road 54.
The Build Alternative will reduce future crashes
which result in a potential savings of $36.2
mllion over 20 years. Quality of life wll also

be i nproved with reduced congestion and commuti ng
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time, inproved air quality and accessibility, and
reduce noise pollution with the addition of noise
wal | s. W encourage you to visit the project
website to view detail ed exhibits of the proposed
I nprovenents.

As part of the study, the Enterprise
eval uated the potential social, natural, physical
and cultural effects of the proposed project. The
features |isted are just sonme of the types of
anal yses included in this PD&E Study. Avoi dance
or mnimzation of inpacts for these features is a
key consideration. Inpacts that cannot be avoi ded
wll be mtigated.

There are two areas of the project with the
potential need for right-of-way, or a potenti al
need for additional land. The first area of need
is a quarter-acre sliver of land adjacent to the
bri dge over TPC Boul evard. And a secondary of
need is 18.7 acres of land in the northeast
guadrant of the proposed Rangel and Boul evard
I nterchange. Please refer to the display boards
for nore details.

The right-of-way needs for this project wll
not result in any business or residential

relocations. A cultural resources assessnent
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survey was conducted for this PD&E study to
identify any cultural resources and assess
eligibility for listing in the National Register
of Historic Places. No archeol ogical site
eligible for listing on the National Register of
Hi storic Places were identified. Four historical
resources identified, but determ ned not to be
eligible for listing on the National Register of
Hi storic Places. No significant inpacts are
anticipated as a result of this project.

Federal |y protected species nay be present or
utilize areas within the propose project. The
project may affect, but is not |likely to adversely
affect the Eastern indigo snake, Florida's
scrub-jay and Wod Stork.

Florida's Turnpi ke Enterprise will request
techni cal assistance with the United States Fish
and Wldlife Service, USFW5, on the project during
the permtting and design phase regarding the
regul ati ons for these protected species and
mtigati on neasures.

State Protected Species may be present or
utilize areas within the proposed project, but no
adverse inpacts are antici pated.

Florida's Turnpi ke Enterprise will continue
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coordinating with the Florida Fish and Wldlife
Conservation Conm ssion regardi ng these speci es.
There are six existing wildlife crossings within
the study limts. Al existing wildlife crossings
w Il be maintained, and opportunities to enhance
w Il be considered during the design phase.

The proposed roadway and storm water pond
i nprovenents will potentially affect an esti nated
6. 15 acres of wetlands, and 0.6 acres of surface
waters. Florida' s Turnpi ke Enterprise wll
mtigate wetland and surface water inpacts
resulting fromthis project's construction to neet
state and federal requirenents. Final pond site
| ocations will be determned in the design phase.

A Location Hydraulics Report was prepared for
the project to identify potential 100-year
fl oodpl ai n encroachnents resulting fromthe
proposed i nprovenents. Floodplain inpacts will be
fully conpensated for, and there will be no net
increases to floodplain stages as a result of this
proj ect .

A Contam nati on Screeni ng Eval uati on Report
was prepared for this project to identify
contam nation concerns within the study area. The

results of the contam nation screening identified

Murray Court Reporting

info@murravcropro.com
A= 4 ~




© 00 N oo o b W DN P

N N NN NN P P P PP PP PR R
o »h W N RBP O © 0O N O O M W N B O

19

no high-risk sites, six nediumrisk sites, 15
lowrisk sites, and two no-risk sites for the
roadway storm water pond inprovenents. These
sites wll be further evaluated during the design
phase to identify options to avoid, mnimze, or
mtigate contam nation invol venent.

A Noi se Study Report was prepared for this
project. Inpacted |ocation throughout the
corridor were found to be potentially feasible and
reasonabl e for noise walls. These |ocations are
proposed for future study during design and can be
seen in the Noise Study Report prepared for this
proj ect .

For nore detailed information on the proposed
i nprovenents, including potential noise wall
| ocations, visit the display boards | ocated on the
proj ect website and at the in-person hearing where
a noi se specialist will be available to answer
your questi ons.

The potential |ocations for noise barriers
are outlined on the project exhibits. The |egend
i ncl uded on each exhibit depicts potenti al
f easi bl e and reasonabl e noi se barrier |ocations as
i ght blue as shown here.

The total project cost for the preferred
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alternative is estimted at approxi mately $984. 2
mllion in present day costs. All project-rel ated
costs are included in this total estimate.

Pendi ng conpl etion of this PD&E Study, the design
phase for portions of the proposed project is
funded. There is currently no funding for

ri ght-of-way or construction.

The eval uation matrix conpares the Preferred
Project Alternative to the No-Build Alternative
and is on display and avail able for review.

We continue to encourage public input to help
us make this inportant decision. You can submt
witten comments at the project website,

WWW. suncoast par kwaypde. com or you can mail or
emai | your comments directly to the Project
Manager, G eg Moore.

During the in-person hearing, you can al so
submt your witten conments using the comrent
forms provided. Witten comments nust be received
no later than April 24th, 2025 to beconme part of
t he public hearing record.

The next step is to incorporate your input on
this public hearing into our decision-nmaking
process. After the comrent period closes and your

i nput has been considered, a decision will be
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made, and the final PD&E docunent w Il be
approved.

This project has and will continue to conply
with all applicable state and federal rules and
regul ati ons.

Thank you for participating in tonight's
public hearing. This concludes our presentation.

MR MOORE: Sorry we had audio difficulty,
but I think we're back. It is now 6:24, and we
will begin the formal comment period. W wl|
call on participants wishing to speak and provide
the input. You can use the "raise your hand"
feature in the GoToWbi nar interface. W also
have a comments box. | believe it may be called a
guesti ons box, where you can type your question
there. W have been nonitoring during the
presentation. Sone of you have already raised

your hands and we're maki ng notes of those. And

we'll take those in order the best that we can.
When your nane is called, you wll be
unnuted. |If the m crophone icon in the

GoToWebi nar panel is green, then you are ready to
make your comment. We should be able to hear you.
| f the m crophone iconis red, you will need to

click on the icon to turn it green, and then it
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shoul d -- you should be ready to speak and we wl|
communi cate to that effect.

If you woul d, please state your nane and
address for the record so that we could provide a
response. And if you're representing an
organi zation, nunicipality or other public body,
if you can provide that information as well. W
do ask that you l[imt your comments to two m nutes
so that we can provide tine for everyone to give
their input on the project. The other itemthat I
woul d just enphasize is that we will not get into
detail ed responses to questions tonight. W're
happy to hear your input, and we w |l nake notes
of any questions where you would |ike further
information, and we will respond to those in
witing as a follow up to this proceeding.

And so with that, we'll go ahead and start.
First up we have -- this is a difficult
pronunci ation for me. |1'mgoing to do ny best,
but it's Kaem |ast name S-h-a-u-k-a-t. |If you
could unmute and go ahead and provide your input.
W're ready to go.

MR. SHAUKAT: Yes. Thank you very nuch. Can
you hear ne?

MR. MOORE: W can hear you.
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MR. SHAUKAT: Oh, good. Ckay. So, ny nane
is Khayam and |'ma resident at Courtyard Loop in
Bexl ey. So we, at Bexley, are strongly agai nst
any interchange at Rangel and Boul evard because
Bexley is a small residential community and it's
built on the concept of natural trails, and
bi ki ng, pedestrian lifestyle, and there is no
poi nt in building any interchange on Rangel and
Boul evard.

In addition, this interchange will be a
violation of the Bexley MPUD, which calls for dirt
and roads, but not ulterior roads. And Bexley is
not able to handle all the traffic that is
supposed to conme through this interchange into
this smal|l residential conmunity. There's no
comrercial activity here. There's no point in
bui | di ng an i nterchange because there's already
one interchange at 54 which is less than a mle.
It does not neet safety and operational
requirenments, and it's not supported by the | ocal
community, and it's not consistent with | ocal
pl ans, which is Bexl ey MPUD.

So, we are strongly against this. | think
whoever cane up with this idea has no sense on

what they're -- you know, they're trying to do.
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Plus it will be -- it wll endanger the lives of
children. You know, we have a | ot of bikers here.
Children go to school. You know, there's an

El ementary school there. And the C ub House is
right there where the Rangel and Boul evard is
supposed to neet with the Bexl ey Boul evard. And,
you know, people go there by wal k, you know.
There's a conmmunity. There's a cafe. There's a
pool there.

Also it will disrupt the traffic, you know,
people living on the west side of Bexley to access
North 54 because there would be so nuch traffic
com ng through the interchange. So, you know --
so, this is areally bad idea.

Al so, why there is no consideration to nmake
i nprovenents to Route 54, which is poorly
designed. There are four traffic lights at the
i nt erchange between Suncoast Parkway and 54, and
the traffic backs up because those traffic |lights
take a long tinme to change, you know, and
there's -- and that causes congesti on.

I think, you know, the Florida Departnent of
Transportation should | ook into building --

i nproving that interchange by building flyovers

i nstead of proposing to divert all the traffic
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into a small village. You know, this is poor
planning, | think, on the part of the county
government and the Fl orida Departnent of
Transportation, and it has not considered anything
about the inpact on |ocal, you know, conmunities,
and they have no idea what kind of lifestyle

people are living there, you know, and just com ng

up with this idea to develop a -- you know, to add
an interchange within a mle of 54, | think
it's -- you know, it's a pretty bad idea.
Al so, | was wondering why there was no
consi deration given to bikers who want to -- |ike

peopl e in Bexley who want to go to the other side
and join the Suncoast Parkway and, you know, the
bi ke range shoul d have been -- you know, there
shoul d have been an under pass under Suncoast
Parkway to get to the other side, you know, and
also for the wildlife to easily cross the Suncoast
Par kway, you know. | think instead of a bridge
t hey shoul d give consideration to build an
under pass under the Suncoast Parkway. And also --
MR MOORE: | -- thank you so nuch for your
comment. W're going to have to rap this up just
because we do have a nunber of others wishing to

speak --
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MR SHAUKAT: Ckay.

MR MOORE: -- and we're trying to keep the
coments to two mnutes. W do appreciate your
input and we will be there on Thursday as well if
you would like to attend the live public hearing,
but we -- we do appreciate that input and we'd
like to nove on to the next speaker, if you could
accommodat e that.

MR. SHAUKAT: Yes. Sure. Thank you. Just
one nore thing is that the noise, you know, for
Bexl ey al ready, you know, has a | ot of noise
com ng fromthe highway, and addi ng anot her | ane
woul d add nore noise, and we would |Iike to request
that if you have an extra |l ane to have noi se
barriers to protect, you know, Bexley fromall the
noi se comng fromthe highway. Thank you.
Goodbye.

MR. MOORE: Understood. Thank you.

The next speaker we have is Robin Felix.
Robin, are you able to unmute and share your
coment with us?

Robin, if you're speaking, you mght need to
unmute with the little m crophone button so it
turns green, and then we can hear you.

M5. FELIX: Hello. Can you hear ne now?
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MR. MOORE: Yeah. There you go. W' ve got
you. Go ahead.

M5. FELIX: Ckay. Thank you so nuch. | want
to, first of all, thank DOT for this neeting. W
appreciate the opportunity to speak and be heard.
Once again, ny nane is Robin Felix. | live at
4076 Wsdom Trail, in the Bexley conmunity,
adj acent to the Rangel and Boul evard potenti al
extension. A couple things, first point is, we --
our conmunity was not nade aware of the June 2024
neetings. W just recently heard about the
Rangel and Ext ensi on Project through Pasco County.
And, of course, we are very engaged with the

county now after |learning about it. But we did

not -- we were not aware of those June 2024
neetings. So, | wanted to pass that al ong.
Second of all, as | nentioned, we are worKking

wi th Pasco County to elimnate the Rangel and
Boul evard extension at the Suncoast Parkway. W
know t hat the Rangel and Boul evard Project wll
happen, but we are working to elimnate the
extension with the Suncoast.

You nentioned that you want to do projects
that are supported by the comunity. This is

absol utely not supported by the |ocal conmunity.
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| know Pasco County requested the project, but
once the residents found out, it is not support ed.
So, | just wanted to nake that point.

So, we're asking for a no-build alternative
at Rangel and Boulevard. | don't have any comments
on the | ate extensions. One other -- the other
point | would |like to make, my husband's an urban
pl anner and, you know, the past previous gentlenan
mentioned that the interchange is | ess than one
mle than the 54 interchange. And, you know, from
hi s experience, he absolutely believes that's
going to cause mmj or backups having two
i nterchanges only less than a mle away from each
ot her.

So, | believe ny tinme's up. | do want to
t hank you again. Again, the Bexley conmunity is
absol ut el y agai nst an extensi on at Rangel and
Boul evard. And we appreciate this opportunity to
speak.

MR. MOORE: Thank you, Robin, for those
comments. We will nowgo to Sally Freeman. And
then | think we have a handful of others after
t hat .

So, Sally, if you can unnute, you're wel cone

to provide your comrents and input at this tine.
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MR. FREEMAN. Hi . This is actually Bob
Freeman, Sally's husband. | had a question
regardi ng the sound barriers; right? W currently
live on 18631 Le Dauphine Place, which is a cul de
sac. W can see the Veterans from our property.
The noise fromthe highway nowis pretty |oud.
It's louder than it used to be after renoving
trees fromthe area between the hones and the --
and the veterans. Wat are you going to do to
mtigate the sound if you're adding a sound
barrier? You' re adding nore sound barriers? How
is that going to mtigate the sound is what |I'm
asking, when it's not mtigated now really.

MR MOORE: M. Freeman, is that the extent
of your comrent ?

MR. FREEMAN. That's it. [|'masking a
guestion. Yes.

MR. MOORE: Yeah. So, we won't get into
specific answers at this tine, but | can clarify
for you, just for the benefit of others that may
al so have simlar concerns on the Veterans, this
project is adjacent -- just adjacent to the
Veterans and we start just south of the Van Dyke
Road interchange. So, it's really -- the focus is

on the Suncoast Parkway. | believe there nay have
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been --

MR. FREEMAN. Ch, and that's what | nean. |
mean the Suncoast --

MR. MOORE: Yeah. So -- and for those that
woul d i ke specifics on the noise wall |ocations
where they've been through this prelimnary
eval uation, where they've been deened to be
feasi ble and cost -- they neet the criteria for
installing them again that final decision will be
made during the design process, but the exhibits
that you can now access on the project website, |
t hink they're nunbered |i ke one through four, |
think it is, starting fromthe south. And so, if
you' re down at the south end around Van Dyke and
Lutz Lake Fern, it would be the first exhibit, and
then northward fromthere. And those proposed
| ocations are shown on those exhibits, so you're
wel cone to take a |look at that if you have
speci fic questions. Those are very high
resolution exhibits. You should be able to
downl oad and zoomin on those details. So those
are available now if that helps.

And again, we -- we will -- we're in person
on Thursday. W will have staff. W'IIl have

actually quite a few staff that will be there.
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We' I | have our noise specialist and we'll be able
to interact with you at the project displays to
get into specific questions |like that.

In this format, it's just real difficult
w thout the ability to kind of focus on a certain
| ocation with this format to get into responses.
But we -- we do appreciate your conment and
hopefully we'll see you on Thursday.

kay. So, let's go to Stephen Brletic. |
apologize if | didn't get that |ast name correct.
But B-r-l-e-t-i-c.

St ephen, are you able to unnute and provide
your comment ?

MR. BRLETIC. Yes. Can you hear ne?

MR. MOORE: Yep. W hear ya.

MR. BRLETIC. Yeah. M nane is Stephen
Brletic. I'mthe district engineer for the Cheval
CDD. They asked ne to be a part of this neeting.
| have a nunber of questions. | knowthis isn't
really a back and forth, seens like, in this
nmeeting. But the main questions | have are -- |
see all the draft reports on the website. Wen
will the full finalized version of the full PD&E
Study be available? That's one question.

The next one was, the nmin concern that we
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t al ked about CDD neetings and has been voiced by
the community is the noise portion. | know the
draft reports have, you know, recommendations and
specifications, and | saw the exhibits that were
supplied in those drafts.

The two questions | have are: Does this
anal ysi s address the current noise condition
versus the proposed? O is there any kind of
acknow edgnent that there's an al ready existing
noi se i ssue, and we're addressing that as well as
the current and proposed? And can you ki nd of
maybe el aborate on the cost for beneficiary
analysis; as in, you know, there's sonething in
the report that tal ked about an upset limt of
64, 000 per, you know, beneficiary for each
section. \What happens when those limts maybe go
down or sonething changes? What will happen to
that limtation of the noise barriers or, you
know, whatever's reconmended in the report at that
time?

And then ny |ast one was, you know, we had
sent in a formal |letter about, you know, sone of
the -- and it was eluded to in the presentation
about inpacts to the CDD property at TPC Boul evard

or any other access that will be required of the
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Cheval CDD. | at |east ask fromus, you know, |
know t hat the responses were, hey, we don't know.
There's -- you know, we've gotta get into this
desi gn phase, which is totally reasonable, but is
there any kind of tine table that you can share
wth us that would be, you know, even just a range
that -- a sit down to answer sone of these
specific questions or, you know, participation at
a CDD neeting might be the nost beneficial for the
community. At |least sone kind of when wll we
start to talk about those issues. So, those are
ny conments.

MR. MOORE: Thank you, Stephen. | would |ike
to answer all of those for you, and | believe that
if we do get to interact on Thursday that we can
provi de sonme pretty good responses to all those
details. Just to -- in the -- for the benefit of
the | arger group, the PD&E Study will conplete
sonetinme this summer. The project docunents that
you see posted now are in draft form As those
get finalized, they are -- they will be nade
available. W w |l have a transcript of the
public hearing and all the proceedi ngs and
responses to all the cornments that we did prepare

inwiting. W're taking notes tonight and we'l]|
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be addressing those coments even though, as

St ephen nentioned, those that were submtted by
email, the teamis working on those. And we are
al so happy to neet with nei ghborhood associ ati ons
as needed.

The desi gn phase affecting that segnent is on
the heels of the PD&E Study. It's due to
advertise in the next few nonths. The current
pl an the Turnpi ke has is to proceed with design by
the end of this year. That is a nulti-year
process though. It's sonething like three to five
years to conplete design. And that includes the
permtting and any right-of-way acquisitions. So,
tinmeline-wise fromright now, you' re |ooking at
before construction could even begin would be, you
know, probably 2030 plus, 2031 type tinme frane.

So there is, during design there is anple
opportunity and a conpl ete conmunity invol venent
pl an associated with that effort too where there
wi |l be additional public neetings to keep the
community infornmed of the design process. And a
ot of the finite details that questions are being
asked about tonight, those wll be further flushed
out through that design process. And again,

that's a nulti-year effort, so we do have tine to
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wor k through these issues and we're certainly
happy to do that with you.

So, let's go to the next person. Nancy
Pettit. Nancy, can you unnute and provi de your
conment ?

M5. PETTIT: H . Yes. This is Nancy Pettit.
| amcalling on behalf of the Bexley commnity,
which | think there's a couple that al so conment ed
on that as well. Bexley will be inpacted nostly
by the Rangel and Boul evard Extension Project,
which | do want to thank the Pasco County | ocal
transportation and engi neering team Nick, and as
well as the county conm ssioner, they -- they've
met and have been very open to just conmunication
and hearing fromthe community. But | wanted to
just speak up as far as the opportunity especially
around an i nterchange connecti on.

['"I'l share that within three days of bringing
up this information kind of to the community,
there was an overwhelmng majority of over a
t housand signatures on an online petition within
three days really especially being against the
i dea of an interchange connection and -- (audio
cutting out) -- actually cone directly through and

split through the Bexley conmunity. Not only
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that, it would change what is currently a
roundabout to a signalized intersection, which
woul d al so elimnate south and eastbound exits
fromthe Bexley comunity. There are currently
El ementary schools and other schools in the area,

and this would really increase safety issues and

cause confusion for |ocal buses and ot her drivers.

And so, |'mhappy to hear by joining this
that the only reason it's being considered is it
sounds |i ke Pasco County brought it up and it's
not a push fromthe Florida Departnent of
Transportation. | just wanna insure that the
Bexl ey community is heard and, you know, that the
chances of this having an interchange connection
hopeful |y are squashed.

So, thanks for your tine.

MR. MOORE: Thank you, Nancy. W appreciate
t hose comments.

If | could just address the Rangel and i ssue

for the benefit of the larger group. W are aware

of that coordination. Again, as we' ve presented,
thisis a-- it's a local decision for the

i nterchange. W have included the concept in our
study, but it will only be advanced, you know, if

it is -- if it continues to nove forward from a
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| ocal perspective. It does neet our criteria and
it does, you know, fit within the project. But

it -- the widening of the Suncoast can -- can be
advanced either way. So, the -- you know, the

wi dening from Lutz Lake Fern up through north of
54, wdening fromfour to eight |anes, and then

wi dening fromsix |lanes fromthere on up, that can
be advanced with or w thout the Rangel and
interchange. So, we are just awaiting the |ocal
deci sion on whether or not that noves forward.

And we did hear recently that the -- there
will be a followup neeting that Pasco County is
wor king to schedule. | think |I've heard a date of
May 1st, but you can check with your Pasco County
| eadership on that. And so -- you know, and
that's gonna be specific to the Rangel and
extension and those issues. And so, we are -- you
know, we're really focused on the Suncoast
corridor, and whether or not there's an
i nterchange is a | ocal deci sion.

So, with that, we'll go to Al an Cher kasky.
Hopefully I pronounced that close. Alan, are you
abl e to unmute?

MR. CHURKASKI: H there. Yes. Good

evening. M nane is Al an Cherkasky, and | al so
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live in Bexley. 1'd like to state on the record
t hat an interchange from Rangel and Boul evard to
589 is definitely not preferred or supported by

the local community, as you've just heard by a few

different folks. And I'msure you'll hear from
others. | just want to enphasize that the
community in -- as a whole, in speaking with other

nei ghbors are very strongly against this project.

I woul d al so suggest keeping the interchange
as it currently is on 54. As nentioned by soneone
earlier, inproving the on and offranps potentially
beyond just w dening them by possibly sone type of
overpass that's conpleted on Bruce B. Downs, or
maybe a Figure 8 type of interchange as conpl eted
in Wesl ey Chapel. But running it through a quiet
community is definitely not what we would |ike, as
mentioned not really at all supported by this
community as it will literally divide it in half.

Thank you.

MR MOORE: Gabrielle Brochard? Gabrielle,
are you able to unnmute?

M5. BROCHARD: | think so. Can you hear ne?

MR. MOORE: Yep. Just fine.

M5. BROCHARD: Gkay. This is Gabrielle

Brochard. |'mat 4365 Epic Cove, so I'malso in
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Bexley. So | will nention, of course, we're

agai nst the Rangel and Boul evard offranps to the
Suncoast. We clearly heard that many tinmes and we
are working closely with the county. | would ask
if it would be helpful if we provide information
to you as well fromour community's perspective.

It sounds like it's nostly just the county, but if
there's at all help for us providing information

or working with you as a CDD and HOA board, we're

happy to do that as well. So, just |let us know.
And then | wll provide sone other input on
the rest of the project. So, | would -- we're

al so concerned about the noise here. So, where |
am we can hear the noise off the Suncoast even
where it is just four |lanes, tw in each
direction. So, we'd be very interested in a noise
barrier wall up here, essentially from54 up past
ri ght where Rangel and Boul evard will be. So
that's sonething that woul d be very inportant.
|"mtrying to find your noi se exhibits online, and
| wll take a ook at that as well.

And then also this interchange on 54, | woul d
echo the -- could it be considered -- and it does
| ook I'i ke maybe there's sone options there.

al so haven't been able to ook into them-- | just
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got on the website -- of |ike changing the
intersection to provide a flyover or sone sort of
other interchange that will allowtraffic on 54 to
nove nore snoothly with the traffic getting on and
of f the Suncoast Parkway. So, those are things
|"d like for you guys to consider. The noise
barrier up here past 54, up past Rangel and

Boul evard, and al so changing the 54 intersection
to provide better flow through traffic on 54.

Thank you for the tine. | really appreciate

MR. MOORE: Yeah. Thank you. Thank you for
the comments. W appreciate that.

Ckay. We'll go to Paul Ducharne. Paul, are
you able to unnute?

MR. DESHARME: Can you hear ne?

MR. MOORE: Yeah. W hear you now.

MR. DESHARME: (Gkay. Thank you. Yeah. |I'm
al so a resident of Bexley village and strongly
opposed to the Rangel and Boul evard extensi on
project. Wien | first heard about it and | | ooked
at it, | thought, what in the world are they
trying to do? They're picking up over there on
Route 54 by Gunn Hi ghway, which is already a very

conplicated intersection. They're going to route
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t he road behind a subdivision, between subdivision
and protected wetl ands, cross over the Suncoast

H ghway -- and when | drove down the Suncoast

H ghway one day and | ooked at where they were
proposing to put this overpass, | thought it was
total nadness. And then they're going to go
across and then tie into Rotary by the C ubhouse
and term nate that project there. So, | just
don't understand why it's even bei ng proposed.

And the other thing too is that you were
nmentioni ng that sone of these goals are by 2050 to
provi de safer roads, cut down on accidents.

Acci dents are actually happeni ng because of | ack
of enforcenent and not by road design.
Specifically, the conplicated intersection that
you woul d have at Gunn Hi ghway and 54 woul d be
further conplicated resulting in nore accidents as
people are trying to negotiate conplicated
intersections to get on to this Rangel and

Boul evard.

So, | think if that's the goal, that's -- you
know, you're trying to produce a safer driving
environnment, that's not going to work. And then
you're just dunping people in a rotary in Bexley

village by the C ubhouse, which is pointless to
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The other thing too is, | don't think there's
an issue with wi dening the Suncoast H ghway. |
mean, for 2050, we need it now. That's a
no- brainer. That should be worked on now.  But
t he Rangel and Boul evard extensi on just nakes no
sense to ne. It's destructive. It will be
expensive. It will serve no purpose.

| think that sone of the issues regarding
what's happening -- what m ght happen 25 years
fromnow in 2050, there's a | ot of other issues
having to do with self-driving cars. W don't
have a crystal ball to know what the driving
habits of the people are going to be 25 years from
now. The -- but | think that to nake the roads
safer, it should be a matter of enforcenent, not
road redesign. Thank you.

MR. MOORE: Thank you for those comments,
Paul .

W will now go to Ceethapriya. | hope | got
t hat pronunciation. Last nane starts with Raj.
You can go ahead and unnute if you're ready to
make your comment. Ceethapriya? Maybe |'m not
pronounci ng that correctly. Are you -- is he

still with us? Are you able to unmute? W can't
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hear you just yet. | can cone back to you if
needed.

How about George Thonmas? Do we have Ceorge
ready to speak?

MR. THOVAS: Hello. This is George. Can you
guys hear ne?

MR. MOORE: Yeah. W hear you. Thanks.

MR. THOMAS: Ckay. Yeah. So, | don't live
in Bexley, but | do live in lvy Lakes, and one of
t he problens that we have faced over the years is
that the traffic on 54 has been really bad. And
one of the main concerns that | have is that the
sout hbound exit from Suncoast to 54, the right
| ane, will there be a light there? WII| there be
atraffic light? Because right now there's people
backing up and it's really tough to go | eft when
you' re goi ng sout hbound on 54. Sout hbound on
Suncoast going towards 54, will there be a light?
And |I'm hoping we get a light there because
there's a | ot of back up happening there and
peopl e honk behind you, and there's a | ot of
pressure to nake the wong driving decisions or
especially for kids comng in from Angeline or any
of those high schools over there. That's one

concern that | have.
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Are you guys doing anything -- | know there's
a lot of people that are against the Rangel and
Boul evard. |Is there an alternative? Because if
you don't have that, that neans that there's going
to be even nore traffic on 54.

So, | just want to know if you guys are going
to renove it, then we need to have anot her
entrance to Suncoast. And it would definitely
help alleviate sonme of the traffic problens from
4.

MR. MOORE: Ckay. George, thanks for sharing
t hose comments. That's very hel pful.

Ceethapriya, did you -- were you able to
unmute? | was com ng back to you. And next up we
have Chris Curren. But if you -- starting with
Ge-e-t-h-a-p-r-i-y-a, if you re ready to speak,
you can go ahead.

M5. RAJASEKARAN: H. Hello. Yes. | was --
|"mable to unmute right now.

H. M nane is Ceethapriya Rajasekaran, and
| have been following up with the project manager
for the last few years. And | currently live in
Tarranmor community. And as we are right on the --
right closer to the Suncoast Parkway, and ny nmain

concern is the noise pollution. This -- the noise
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has been like -- it has been a concern for the
past few years. |It's rising nore and nore. And
Wi th you guys trying to w den the expressway at
this point, the cars are going to go faster than
before like the way they are doing in the Veterans
Expressway and the noise is going to be high. And
| see that there is -- | read the report, the PD
report, and there is a plan for a noise barrier.
But | see the noise barrier just stops right at
the start of the community. | live ina-- ny
house is | ocated on the back. Like ny backyard is

cl oser to the Veterans Expressway and we just hear

the sound -- |ike even when the car -- we can see
the -- like car -- the car light when it is
traveling, like even half a mle we can hear the
noise. And | just wanted that to be taken into

consi derati on.

| don't think anyone did a noise study from
t he back of ny house, and | -- | use a noise neter
and it's already |like close to 65, 70 at tines

when a truck passes by fromthe backyard, and I

don't even live right on the high -- closer to the
hi ghway. |'mlike six or seven houses down the
road.

So, | just wanted to -- what -- what was --
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what is the need to convert it into eight |anes at
this nmonent rather than -- it's currently a four

| ane. Wy not do a six lane? | know Pasco County
is screwing unrestricted, but at the end of the
day, people's health -- so many people are exposed
to the higher pollution at this point and no noi se
barrier, nothing. And as you said, it's going to
be like -- the current project is going to start
at 2030 and people are getting exposed to this

noi se | onger period of tine.

What can be done to expedite the noise
barrier? And is there any plan for any
vegetations as well along the roads to cut down
the noise that's comng fromthe Veterans
Expressway, Suncoast Parkway, at this nonent.

MR. MOORE: Thank you for those comrents. W
appreci ate that.

Chris Curren, are you prepared to speak? You
can go ahead and unnute.

MR. CURREN. Yes. Yes. H . Thank you very
much for your tinme. Sir, | have two quick
guestions. The benefit per resident of 64,000
that you nentioned for noise abatenent, that's
going to actual noise barriers along the side of

t he highway. Are you going to be maki ng any
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fundi ng avail able to individual residents for
things |ike wndows or other noise mtigation
vehicles? So that's the first question. Barriers
versus i ndividual residences.

And then the second comment or question was,
you had asked -- had nentioned sonet hi ng about
being able to set up tinme for you guys to cone in
to our association. |'mthe supervisor for the
Cheval West Community Devel opnent District, and
we'd like to set that tinme up. How do we go about
doing that? Wwo do we contact, et cetera? And
what would the timng be?

And that's it. Thanks.

MR. MOORE: Thank you, Chris. We'l]|
certainly follow up with you and the community on
t hat .

Mary Fernandez, are you avail able to speak at
this tine? And next we have Tinothy Chaville.

So, Mary, are you able to unnmute?

M5. FERNANDEZ: Yes. This is Mary Fernandez,
and while we are -- the community that I'min is
Orange Bl ossom Creek. W have two phases. One
fromthe north side, and ones fromthe south side
of the Veterans. Wile we are not on the side of

t he nei ghborhoods that are inpacted, we would |ike
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to respectfully request that you do consi der
adding us to that list, because we are just

adj acent to Lake LeCl are where this project is
starting. R ght now we were inpacted whenever it
went fromtw |lanes to four |anes. MW
understanding is that we m ssed the receptor by a
.1. And already we are inpacted with the noise
where it increased fromtwo |anes to four. W're
going to go six to eight. W already have a back
flow of traffic. There is a through | ane that
ends right above us. And it's consistent. Every
day the sem -trucks governing thensel ves down
because of traffic that's trying to get -- nerge
back over right because the fast |ane ends.

Currently the Phase 2, the wall barriers --
the barrier walls did not go all the way to the
end of our community on Phase 2.

Phase 1, going sout hbound east side, we have
none. And we'd |like to respectfully request that
we be added to this so that we can be consi dered
for not only the noise barriers. Because as has
been nentioned by several others, the nore | anes
we have, the conmunities that are being built and
proposed to be built, it's going to increase the

traffic and we're already -- it backlogs -- | can
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| ook at it out my screened-in porch. At 3:30, it
starts backing up and it's backed up 'til 6, 7:00.

Noi se studies were nentioned that has been
done. | understand that the FDOT does not
recogni ze an individual's noise decibel neter.
However, they do work. They do give us a reading.
And it mght be off by one or two points. W are
currently getting 79 on our readings. So, we
would really like to respectfully ask that we be
added to the comunities to be considered
especially for the barr -- the sound barrier
wal | s.

The other -- when they did the first project
fromtwo to four, we were to have vegetation trees
repl anted. None were replanted. That's all
have.

MR. MOORE: Thank you for those coments,
Mary.

W have a few nore speakers and we don't see
any other hands up, so if you do wish to nmake a
coment, please go ahead and rai se your hand.

| have Tinothy Chaville is next. And then
after that is Tara and Scott Pinkerton.

Go ahead, Tinothy, if you're ready. You'll

need to unmute with the m crophone until it turns
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green. W don't hear you just yet, Tinothy.
kay. We'll give thema -- we'll cone back
to Ti not hy.

Let's go to Tara and Scott. Are you al
ready to speak?

MS. PI NKERTON:  Yes, we are.

MR. MOORE: kay. o ahead.

M5. PINKERTON: | just have one or two quick
guestions. One would be just |ooking at these
maps and | ooking at themfor the first tinme
toni ght, can you just -- are you expandi ng the
l ength inward, or are you taking land outward to
expand on either side?

MR. MOORE: The widening in the section that
goes to eight lanes is a conbination inside and
out, but nost of the inprovenents are into the
medi an.

M5. PI NKERTON: Ckay. Because we live in
Cheval and we live near to the TPC overpass --

MR. MOORE: Right.

M5. PINKERTON: -- and how woul d t hat
actually be done? Wuld that be -- you' d be
expanding -- | guess you' d be expandi ng and addi ng
to the bridge; right?

MR MOORE: W can get into --
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M5. PINKERTON: We're trying to figure out
how that wouldn't really be an eye sore to our
conmuni ty.

MR MOORE: Well, we can -- we can respond to
that concern in terns of how the construction
woul d -- would be executed. It's alittle bit too
much detail to go into in this forum but happy to
provi de some input on that to you in response to
your comment.

Was there any other issues you' d like to
di scuss toni ght?

M5. PINKERTON: Well, along the Cheval area
where it would expand, if it's expandi ng
outwardly, like there's a | ake and a pl ayground
and all kinds of things in our community that --
woul d you be expanding -- would we | ose all of
t hat ?

MR. MOORE: The -- the proposed right-of -way
was covered in the presentation. There's very

little encroachnent within that area outside the

exi sting roadway corridor. So, | -- wthout being
able to see the map, | -- | couldn't tell you, but
my -- | would | ean toward, no.

M5. PI NKERTON:  Ckay.
THE COURT: So, it -- but you're nore than
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wel cone to attend on Thursday. W'Il have the
public -- we'll have the exhibits there with the
details of the project and be able to hel p answer
your question one on one.

MS. PI NKERTON:  Okay.

THE COURT: Does anyone el se have a comment
they'd like to make. | think | was going to cone
back to Ti not hy.

Tinmothy are you able to unnmute? GCkay. |
don't think we're going to get Tinothy connected
at this point.

Do we have anything in the chat w ndow
guesti ons box?

Ckay. Qur teamis just taking one |ast |ook
to see if we have any others that would like to

speak. Tinothy, at any tinme, as we continue, if

you' d li ke to make your comrent, please unnmute and

we'll let you know if we can hear you.

| do have a few -- | have one or two others
here. Brooke Cobb, if you'd like to nmake your
coment, you can go ahead and unnute.

M5. COBB: Hello. Can you hear ne?

MR. MOORE: Yes. | can hear you.

M5. COBB: Ckay. So, | also live in Orange

Bl ossom Creek and | agree with Mary if we could
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pl ease be included. And then | think the other
thing wth the wall, | don't know how this is
consi dered, but | live the closest to the
Veterans. We had soneone cone out, | think, in
2018 to do the sound barrier. I'mout in ny
backyard now, so you can probably hear all the
background traffic. But not only that, it's the
safety of people just -- they -- their cars that
get pulled over, they get left by the police, and
then they just wal k down; right? So they cone off
the Veterans and they wal k down into our backyard
i nto our neighborhoods and they have a small
chain-link fence at the bottom but that's it.
And they did not replace the vegetation as she
mentioned. So, If we can be incl uded.

As you're going to continue to do this work,
the dust, the overall dirt for those years was
incredible. And the noise all night |ong, the
pounding, it's -- it just is incredible the anmount
of , you know, noise that's created fromthe work.
Because it is done a lot at night. And there's no
consideration for that. There's no notification.
Peopl e in these nei ghborhoods have snal |l chil dren.
| remenber being pregnant with three small babies

who woul d be woken up night after night for nonths
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while | would go out -- | nean, | just -- you

wanted to |l ose your mind. So, | think that the

wall has to be built before. Sonehow there has to

be sone type of sonme process put in place so that
that's considered in the workflow, right? So
they' re not pounding these big large -- | don't
know what they're called -- colums, polled into
the ground with these | arge machines. And then
also that the wall is protecting the people from
the people that's com ng off the Veterans.

| have one pulled over right now as we speak
where sone guy will just eventually wal k down and
be behi nd our nei ghborhood and in our house, in a
gated community. So, please consider that as
wel | .

MR. MOORE: kay. Thank you for your
conment's, Brooke.

Do we have Jereny -- or |I'msorry. Jerry
Rai ni e?

MR. RAINNE: Yes. Can you hear ne?

MR. MOORE: Yes. W hear you.

MR. RAINIE: Yeah. Hey, first, thanks for
doing this. | amat a bit of a disadvantage in
transitioning to the community of Cheval. | have

a hone there at 180 -- 18906 Mesong. And | just
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kind of want to pick up on ny nei ghbor's comrent

about Cheval and pushing outward, and | -- | don't
now know how you do that with -- it's pretty tight
back in there, and the -- and the nmaps that we

were presented tonight didn't have that |evel of
detail. It -- the question | have or the
statenment | have is regarding the process nore
t han anything. You nentioned that she could
attend the public hearing, which is wonderful, and
| woul d encourage her to do that, but sone of us
cannot do that. And I'mhoping that -- that while
you address her concerns on a one-to-one basis,
that you nake that also part of the public record.
Where those sound barriers go down, where you're
taking |l and to accommodate the additional
construction. | know you're gonna do that, but
|"mvery interested in the answer to the specific
guestion and she answered it. Not sure how | get
that unless it's nade part of the public record.
That's it. Thanks.

MR. MOORE: Ckay. Thank you, Jerry.

That is the | ast speaker that we had
regi stered unless Tinothy is able to unnute. |
think that's the only one we were unable to

connect with. And we haven't seen anything in the
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coments box. So, we will go ahead and -- he's
good? He's there? Tinothy? Yeah. W can hear
you now. Go ahead.

MR. CHAVILLE: Sorry about that. | really
appreciate it. M nane is TimChaville calling
from Orange Bl ossom Creek. | think you heard
Brooke and Mary. | just want to take you back on
their concerns. Mainly, for nme, it's that Slide
40 where it tal ks about getting our conmmunity on
the noise wall list. Mary nentioned, we did a
noi se study pre-20 -- 2005. The last one we did
was in 2014. So, 11 years of growh on Veterans
bet ween our honme which is south Van Dyke to
W cox, huggi ng both sides of Veterans, Phase 1
and Phase 2. So that'd be the first question.
How do we get added? Cbviously, the growth has
started already, as you outlined in Slide 9, which
is notorious for this area. And then the second
thing is just how do we access the online, |
t hi nk, draw ngs that sonebody el se nentioned?
Because again, trying to get a wall here woul d be
great so we don't have to listen to notocross at
11: 00 p.m every night. On that, | yield back.
Thank you.

MR. MOORE: Thank you, Tinothy. W were glad

Murray Court Reporting

info@murravcropro.com
A= 4 ~




© 00 N oo o b W DN P

N N NN NN P P P PP PP PR R
o »h W N RBP O © 0O N O O M W N B O

57

that you were able to get connected and appreciate

your comments. It is now 7:12 p.m and we w ||
be -- let me just back up for a second. It is now
7:12 pom W will -- let's see. W did all that.

Let's go to our next slide.

Witten comments can al so be submtted. Any
witten material received at this public hearing
or by the public conment date of April 24th w |l
beconme part of the public hearing record. W
thank you for attending this public hearing and
provi ding your input into the project.

A verbatimtranscript of this oral hearing --
or this hearings oral proceedings together with
all witten material received as part of the
hearing record and all studies, displays and
information material provided at the hearing wll
be nade part of the project's decision-naking
process and will be avail able on the project
website at www. Suncoast Par kwayPDE. com and at
Florida's Turnpi ke Enterprise for public review
upon request .

It is now 7:13 p.m and | hereby officially
cl ose the public hearing for Suncoast Parkway from
south of Van Dyke to State Road 52, PD&E St udy.

W appreciate your participation. Thank you again
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and have a good eveni ng.

(Wher eupon, the proceedi ngs concl uded.)
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF FLORI DA
COUNTY OF HI LLSBOROUGH

I, Carnen DeBerg, Court Reporter, certify
that | was authorized to and did stenographically
report the foregoing proceedings; and that the
transcript is a true and conplete record of ny
st enogr aphi ¢ not es.

| further certify that | amnot a relative,
enpl oyee, attorney or counsel of any of the parties,
nor aml a relative or enployee of any of the
parties' Attorney or counsel connected with the
ac%!on, nor aml financially interested in the
action.

Dated this 22nd day of April, 2025.
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CARVEN DEBERG
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1 P-R-0-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-5

2 MR. MOORE: So, my name is Greg Moore. I'm

3 the project manager for the PD&E Study, and I'm

4 accompanied by a host of staff from the Florida's
5 Turnpike Enterprise as well as our consultant,

& Kimley-Horn, and their project managers.

7 Michael Garau, he's here tonight wicth his team.

8 And it's been good to interact with you during the
9 open house. We will start the public hearing

10 shortly. We have -- we have a few remarks I'll

11 make upfront, and then there's a video

12 presentation that was also presented on Tuesday

13 night if you participated in that.

14 And then, following that presentation, we'll
15 bring a microphone up and line up to do the public
16 comment .

17 And just as a reminder that that public

18 comment period is more of an opportunity for you
1% to speak and to provide your testimony. We won't
20 get into a back-and-forth in answering specific
21 quastions, but we do have the team here, and I
22 know we've already helped answer some guestions,
23 and we'll be here for that. So, with that, I'll
24 go ahead and get into the formal part of this and
25 wa'll go from there.
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4
1 So, good evening. The Florida Department of
2 Transportation, Florida's Turnpike Enterprise
3 would like to welcome you to the public hearing
4 for Suncoast Parkway from south of Van Dyke Road
s to State Road 52 Project Development and
B Environment or PDLE study. This public hearing is
7 for Financial Project Identification No. 44B0&68-1.
8 This environmental study has been conducted by
9 Florida's Turnpike Enterprise in compliance with
10 all applicable federal environmental laws, and
11 pursuant to United States Code 23, United States
12 Code 32, Section 227.
13 I would like to formally open the public
14 hearing. Today is Thursday, April 10th. The time
15 is approximately 6:02 p.m,
16 The proposed project involves widening the
17 suncoast Parkway from south of Van Dyke Road to
18 State Road 52, improvements to the existing
1% interchanges at Van Dyke Road, Lutz Lake Fern
20 Road, State Road 54, Ridge Road, and State Road
21 52, as well as a proposed -- a new proposed
22 interchange -- potential interchange at Rangeland
23 Boulevard.
24 This hearing is being held to provide you
25 with the opportunity to comment on this project.
Murray Courl Reporing
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1 I've already covered the next part. But again, my
. nama is Greg Moore, the Florida's Turnpike project
3 manager .

4 At this time, we would like to recognize the
5 federal, state, county, or city officials who

& registered to attend the hearing. And I've been

7 provided with a list. We have Adam Nebrich with

B the Cheval Community Development District. Adam's
9 here.
10 Joe Albert with the Bexley Community
1l Development District. Thank you, Joe.
12 And any elected officials I may have misgsed
13 that didn't get listed?
14 (Ho response. )
15 Okay. So, as I said, there's -- go ahead.
16 UNIDENTIFIED MALE SFEAKER: ©Oh, I'm =-- I

17 mean, technically, yeah. Heritage Harbor

18 Community Development.

19 MR. MOORE: Okay. Heritage Harbor is also
20 represented. Thank you, 8ir, for being here.
21 There -- as I said, there's two components of
22 the project presentation, and then we'll get into
23 the comment period where you will have an
24 opportunity to provide verbal statements. With
25 that, we will begin the presentation.
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1 The Florida Department of Transportation,

2 Florida's Turnpike Enterprise welcomes you to the

3 public hearing for the Suncoast Parkway. also

4 known as State Road 589, Project Development and

-3 Environment, or PDEE study, of tche Suncoast

& Parkway main lane widening from south of Van Dyke

7 Road to State Road 52 in Hillsborough and Pasco

A Counties.

9 This public hearing is for Fimancial Project
10 Identification No. 448068-1. This environmental
11 study has been conducted by the Enterprise in
1z compliance with all federal environmental laws and
13 pursuant to 23, United States Code, Section 327.
14 The purpose of this public hearing is te
1s share information with the general public about
16 the proposed improvement, its conceptual design,
17 and the potential beneficial and adverse social,
18 economic, and environmental effects upon the
13 community.

20 The public hearing also serves as an official
21 forum providing an opportunicy for members of the
22 public to express their opinions regarding the

23 project.

24 This public hearing was advertised consistent
25 with federal and state regquirementcs shown on the
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1 glide.

2 This project is being developed in accordance
3 with the Civil Rights Act of 1964. Under Title VI
4 of the Civil Rights Act, public participation is

5 golicited without regard to race, color, national
& origin, age, sex, religion, disabilicy, or family
T status. Please contact either Desarae Stills or

B Stefan Kulakowski at the address or phone number

9 shown here to express any concerns regarding the
10 Enterprise's compliance with Title VI.
11 This public hearing provides multiple
12 participation coptions. The virtual option is
13 baing held on Tuesday, April 8th, 2025. Members
14 of the public can participate via the GoToWebinar
15 gystem or using their celephone.

16 The in-person option is being held on

17 Thursday, April 10th, 2025, at the Hilton Garden
18 Inn. The same information is being presented
19 during both options and verbatim transcripts will
20 be made of all oral proceedings. The public
21 hearing video will be posted to the project
22 website,
23 The remainder of this presentation will

24 provide an overview of the study, project needs,
25 and our community involvement efforts. We will
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1 then review the Preferred Alcernative and

2 Potential Envircnmental Effects both beneficial

3 and adverse.

4 The study limits extend along the Suncoast

5 Parkway from south of Van Dyke Road at Mile Post

6 13 to the Scate Road 52 at Mile Post 29. The

7 project iz located within both Hillsborough and

8 Pasco Countiegs. There are five existing

2 interchanges within the study limits.

10 Pasco County is currently evaluating

il extending Rangeland Boulevard across the Suncoast
12 Parkway. This PD&E study also includes evaluacing
13 one potential new interchange at Rangeland

14 Boulevard as reguested by Pasco County.

15 The purpose and need for a project provides a
16 basis for developing, considering, evaluating, and
17 eliminating project altermatives. The project
18 purpose and need are to accommodate year 2050
1% travel demands, enhance safety, improve travel
20 time reliability, and enhance emergency response
21 and evacuation.
23 In 2000, the population within Hillsborough
23 and Pasco Counties was just over one-million
24 people, and it more than doubled by 2023, The

25 population within the two counties iz forecasted
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1 tc be over 2.8-million people by the year 2050.

2 With a project located within a rapidly growing

3 region, travel demands on the Suncoast Parkway are
4 expected to increase by 70 percent. If nothing is
5 done, the existing roadways in the study area

& would not be able to accommodate the expected

7 increase in traffic.

8 Improvements to the Suncoast Parkway are

9 neaded to accommodate year 2050 travel demands.

10 In order to accommodate this demand, six lanes are
il needed now from south of Van Dyke Reoad to north of
12 State Road 54. And eight lanes will be neesded by
13 2040, From north of State Road 54 to Ridge Road,
14 §ix lanes will be needed by 2030. From Ridge Road
1% to State Road 52, six lanes will be needed by
1& 2035.
17 Improvements teo the Suncoast Parkway are
18 needed to enhance safety. Between 2018 and 2022,
1% there were approximately 1,045 crashes within the
20 study limits eguating to an economic cost of

21 2145 million. If nocthing is done, increased
22 congestion will lead to an increase in crashes.
23 Improvements to the Suncoast Parkway are
24 needed to improve travel time reliability.
25 Currently, there iz congestion during the morning
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1 and afcernoon rush hours along the Suncoast

2 Parkway and at the State Road 54 interchange. The
3 proposed improvements are expected to reduce

4 travel times during peak periods.

5 And finally, improvements are also needed to
& efficiently process large volumes of traffic

7 during emergency evacuation events.

8 Serving communities is at the center of

9 everything the Florida Department of
10 Transportation does. During the development of
11 this project, the Enterprise has engaged adjacent
12 communicies and stakeholders in cthe project's

13 decision-making process.

14 In tha February of 2024, over 2,400

15 newsletters announcing the start of the study were
16 distributed to residents, property owners, and

17 incerested parcies. An Alcermatives Public

18 Informaticon Meeting was then held in June of 2024
15 where project alternatives were presented.
20 Approximately 100 people attended the Alternatives
21 Public Information Meeting, and over 40 written
22 comments were provided to the project team,
23 Comounity feedback is at the core of all we do.
24 The Florida Department of Transportation

25 works with the publie to balance their community
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1 vigion for the communities' transportation needs.
2 This is routine on all of our projects to insure
3 Florida's infrastructure is safe, resilienc, and
4 efficient for many years into the future.
5 This includes coordination with local
& governments and agencies to receive input that was
T incorporated into the Preferred Project
8 Alternative. A Preferred Projesct Alternative has
G been developed based on the project needs,
1o environmental and engineering evaluations, and
11 community involvement. The Preferred Project
12 Alcernative would widen the Suncoast Parkway to
13 eight lanes from south of Van Dyke Road to north
14 of State Road 54. Widen the Suncoast Parkway to
15 gix lanes from north of State Road 54 to State
1& Road 52, improve existing interchanges, and
17 accommodate a future interchange at Rangeland
18 Boulevard.
19 From south of Van Dyke Road to north of State
20 Road 54, widening to the inside and cutside is
21 propogsed to include four 12-foot-wide travel lanes
22 in each direction, geparated by a 26-foot-wide
23 median with a barrier wall. From north of State
24 Road 54 to State Road 52, widening to the inside
25 is proposed to provide three 12-foot-wide travel
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1 lanes in each direction, separated by a

2 40-foot-wide median.

3 How we will cover the details of the

4 Preferred Alternative related to the five existing
5 interchange locations. After, we will discuss the
& ongoing planning efforts around a potential new

7 interchange at the future Rangeland Boulevard.

8 At the Van Dyke Road interchange che

9 Preferred Alternative includes adding an

10 additional left-turn lane to the northbound and

11 southbound offramps, and adding a turn lane along
12 Yan Dyke Road in the westbound direction to
13 Ramblewood Road. Hillsborough County is currently
14 planning improvements to Van Dyke Road that
1s includes adding a shared-view's path through the
16 south side of the interchange. Proposed

17 interchange improvements, as noted on this slide,
18 will accommodate the County's planned shared-use
1% path. In addition, a shared-use path on the north
20 gide is proposed as part of the interchange
21 modifications.
22 At the Lutz Lake Pern Road interchange the
23 preferred alternative consists of minor

24 modifications that includes adding additional turn
25 lanes and extending turn lanes at che
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1%

1 intersections. In addiction, a shared-use path is
2 proposed within the interchange area on both sides
3 of Lutz Lake Fern Road.

4 At the State Road 54 interchange, the

5 preferred alternative includes adding an

& additional right-turn lane to the northbound

7 offramp, an addicticnal right and left turn lane to
8 the gouthbound offramp, and an additional left

b turn lane from westbound State Road 54 to the
10 southbound ocnramp. Along State Road 54 itself, an
1l additicnal through lane would be added in the

12 westbound direction beginning at the southbound

13 offramp continuing past Crossings Boulevard and up
14 to South Branch Bouleward. Improvements would

15 also include a shared-use path on both sides

16 within the interchange area.

17 At the Ridge Rcad interchange, the preferred
18 alternative includes adding left-and right-turn
19 lanes to northbound offramp, realigning the
20 right-turn lane from the socuthbound offramp to
21 improve the safety of the trail crossing, and
22 adding a left-turn lane from eastbound Ridge Road
23 to the norchbound onramp. Improvements include
24 adding a shared-use path on the north side within
25 the interchange area.
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1 At the State Road 52 interchange, the

2 preferred alternative includes adding a left-and

3 right-turn lane to northbound offramp. and adding
4 a second right-turn lane from easthbound State Road
5 52 to the southbound onramp. Improvements would

& alse include a shared-use path on both sides

7 within the interchange area.

8 We will now discuss the ongoing planning and
9 development of a potential new interchange with a
10 future extension of Rangeland Boulevard. When
1l considering any new interchange connection,
12 Florida's Turnpike Enterprise adheres to the
13 following criteria: A new interchange must
14 connect to a public roadway and serve all

15 movements. The interchange must meet spafety and
16 operational requirements. The interchange must be
17 supported by the local community. It plays a high
18 priority in projects that are welcomea within the
19 communities we serve.
20 And fimally, the interchange must be
21 consistent with local government plans and
22 priorities. The preferred alternative includes
23 adding at new interchange at Rangeland Boulewvard.
24 However, a new interchange would not be
25 constructed until all criteria are met and funding
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1 has been identified.

2 We will now review the interchange concept

3 developed for Rangeland Bouleward. At Rangeland

4 Boulevard, the interchange concept includes loop

5 ramps on the north side of the Puture Rangeland

-] Boulevard. The southbound offramp would include

7 two left-turn lanes, and a single right-turn lane.
g Two lefc-turn lanes would be provided from to

g Eastbound Rangeland Boulevard to access southbound
10 Suncoast Parkway. The northbound offramp would

11 include two left lanes and two right-turn lanes.
12 A gingle left-turn lane would be provided from

13 eastbound Rangeland Boulevard to access northbound
14 Suncoast Parkway.

15 Accommodating the northbound ramps involves a
16 need for additional right-of-way from the adjacent
17 parcel as shown in yellow. The addiction of the

13 new interchange would also reguire some minor

19 modifications to the alignment of the Suncoast

20 Trail, as indicated on the slide.
21 Trail users would go under the Rangeland
22 Boulewvard Bridge, cross the incersection on the
23 west side through a crosswalk, and then continue
24 around the interchange ramp to the north as shown.
25 Az a reminder, an interchange at Rangeland
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1 Boulevard would not be constructed until the
2 previously discussed criteria are met.
3 As part of every PD&E Study, the No-Build or
G MNo-Action Alternative is considered. The No-Build
5 Alternative describes the conditicons that will
6 occur Lf the mainline widening or interchange
7 improvements are not built. Advantages include no
B impacts to the social, physical, or natural
9 environment, and no additional right-of-way or
10 conatruction CostE,
11 Disadvantages include increased congestion
12 and safety issues, slower emergency evacuation and
13 regponse times, and future growth in the region
14 would not be accommodated.
1% Selection of the No-Build Alternative would
16 not meet the project's purpose and need. When
17 comparing the No-Build Alternative wversus the
18 Build Alternative, the Build Alternative
1% eliminates mainline backups reducing Suncoast
20 travel time by 17 percent between Van Dyke Road
21 and State Road 52.
22 With the project access enhancements, signal
23 delay within the study area decreases by
24 43 percent. The Build Alternative also reduces
25 congestion on local roads such as State Road 54.
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1 The Build Alternative will reduce future crashes
2 which result in a potential savings of 536.2
3 million over 20 years. Quality of life will also
4 be improved with reduced congestion and commuting
5 time, improved alr quality and accessibility, and
& reduce noise pollution with the addition of noise
T walls. We encourage you to visit the project
8 website to view detailed exhibits of the proposed
9 improvemants,
10 As part of the study., the Enterprise
11 evaluated the potential social, natural, physical
1z and cultural effects of the proposed project. The
13 featureas listed are just some of the types of
14 analyses included in this PD&E Study. Avoidance
15 or minimizacion of impacts for these features iz a
16 key consideration. Impacts that cannot be avoided
17 will be mitigated.
18 There are two areas of the project with the
19 potenctial need for right-of-way, or a potential
20 need for additional land. The first area of need
21 iz a quarter-acre sliver of land adjacent to the
22 bridge over TPC Boulevard. And a secondary of
23 need is 18.7 acres of land in the northeast
24 quadrant of the proposed Rangeland Boulevard
25 Interchange. Please refer to the display boards
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1 for more details.

2 The right-of-way needs for this project will
3 not result im any busineass or residential

4 relocations. A cultural resources assessment

5 survey was conducted for this PD&E study to

6 identify any cultural resources and asseas

7 e@ligibility for listing in the National Register

8 of Historiec Places. No archeological site

B eligible for listing on the National Register of
10 Historic Places were identified. Four historical
11 resources idencified, but determined not to be

12 eligible for listing on the National Register of
13 Historic Places. MNo significant impacts are

14 anticipated as a result of this project.

15 Federally protected species may be present or
16 utilize areas within the propose project. The
17 project may affect, but is not likely to adversely
18 affect the Eastern indigo snake, Florida's
19 scrub-jay and Wood Stork.
20 Florida's Turnpike Enterprise will request
ral technical assistance with the United States Fish
22 and Wildlife Service, USFWS, on the project during
23 the permitting and design phase regarding the
24 regulations for these protected species and
25 mitigation measures.

Murray Court Reporting
infoE@murraycrpro.com

State Environmental Impact Report Page 181 of 236




PD&E WIDEN SUNCOAST PKWY(SR589) - S OF VAN DYKE RD TO SR52 (MP13-29) // 448068-1-22-01

19

1 State Protected Species may be present or

2 utilize areas within the proposed project, but no
3 adversae impacts are anticipated.

4 Florida's Turnpike Enterprise will continue

5 coordinating with the Florida Fish and Wildlife

& Conservation Commission regarding these species.

7 There are gix existing wildlife crossings within

8 the study limits. All existing wildlife ecrossings

9 will be maintained, and cpportunities to enhance
10 will be considered during the design phase.

11 The proposed roadway and storm water pond

12 improvements will potentially affect an estimated
13 6.15 acres of wetlands, and 0.6 acres of surface
14 waters., Florida's Turnpike Enterprise will
15 mitigate wetland and surface water impacts
16 resulcing from this project's construction to mesat
17 state and federal reguirements. Final pond site
18 locaticons will be determined in the design phase.
1% A Location Hydraulics Report was prepared for
20 the project to identify potential 100-year

21 floodplain encroachments resulting from the
22 propoged improvements. Floodplain impacts will be
23 fully compensated for, and there will be no net
24 increases to floodplain stages as a result of this
25 project.
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1 A Contaminaticn Screening Evaluation Report

2 was prepared for this project to identify

3 contamination concerns within the study area. The
4 results of the contamination screening identified
5 no high-risk sites, gix medium-risk sites, 15

& low-risk sites, and two no-risk sites for the

T roadway storm water pond improvements,. Thege

B gites will be further evaluated during the design
9 phase to identify options to avoid, minimize, or
10 mitigate contamination involvement.
11 A Noise Study Report was prepared for this
12 project., Impacted location throughout the

13 corridor were found to be potentially feasible and
14 reasonable for noise walls. These locations are
15 proposed for future study during design and can be
16 seen in the Noise Study Report prepared for this
17 project.

1B For more detailed information on the proposed
19 improvements, including potential noise wall
20 locations, wvisit the display boards located on the
21 project website and at the in-person hearing where
22 a noise specialist will be available to answer
23 YOour guestions.
24 The potential locations for noise barriers
25 are cutlined on the project exhibitas. The legend
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1 included on each exhibit depicts potential
2 feasible and reasconable noise barrier locations as
3 light blue as shown here.
4 The total project cost for the preferred
g alternative is estimated at approximately 5984.2
& million in present day costs. All project-related
7 coate are included in this total estimate.
8 Pending completion of this PD&E Study, the design
9 phase for portions of the proposed project is
10 funded. There is currently no funding for
11 right-of-way or construction.
12 The evaluation matrix compares the Preferred
13 Project Altermative to the No-Build Alternative
14 and is on display and available for review.
15 We continue to encourage public input to help
1s us make this important decision. You can submic
17 written comments at the project website,
18 www. suncoastparkwaypde . com, or you can mail or
1% email your comments directly to the Project
20 Manager, Greg Moore.
21 During the in-person hearing, you can also
22 gubmit your written comments using the comment
23 forms provided. Writcten comments must be received
24 no later than April 24th, 2025 to becoms part of
25 the public hearing record.
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1 The next step is to incorporate your input on
2 this public hearing into our decision-making
3 process. After the comment period closes and your
4 input has been considered, a decision will be
5 made, and the final PD&E document will be
& approved.
7 This project has and will continue to comply
8 with all applicable state and federal rules and
9 regulations.
10 Thank you for participating im tonight's
11 public hearing. This concludes our presentation.
12 MR. MOORE: Okay. Anyone desiring to make a
13 gtatemant or present written views regarding the
14 location, conceptual design or social, economic
15 and environmental effects of the improvements will
16 now have the opportunity to do so. If you're
17 holding a speaker's card, or you have already
1sg provided your speakers cards to our team -- I
19 think we have nine so far -- we will -- we will
20 call those in order., If anyone wishes to speak
21 that hasn't yet turned one of these in, please
22 give that to a member of our staff and we'll get
23 those to the front.
24 If you prefer -- 80, there's several ways Lo
25 make comments., If you prefer -- there's also a

Murray Court Reporting
info@murraycrpro.com

State Environmental Impact Report Page 185 of 236




PD&E WIDEN SUNCOAST PKWY(SR589) - S OF VAN DYKE RD TO SR52 (MP13-29) // 448068-1-22-01

23

1 court reporter here -- you can speak with them

2 directly at the table if you prefer not to come to
3 the microphone, and we can do that after the oral
4 proceadings .

5 You can also -- and I know some of you have

& also filled out written comments. Written

7 statements can be provided using the comment

& cards.

9 In addition to the oral statements, any

10 written material received at this public hearing
1l and sent to the DOT at the Florida's Turnpike
12 Enterprise, P.0. Box 613069, in Ocoee, Florida,

13 34761, postmarked no later than April 24th, 2025,
14 it will become part of the public hearing record.
15 All written comments should be addressed to

16 Greg Moore, and comments may also be emailed to

17 the address shown on the screen or

18 Greg.Moora@DOT. state.FL.US.

19 Florida's Turnpike Enterprise is committed to
20 the -- to civility and decorum by its staff and by
21 the members of the public who attend this hearing.
22 Each person is expected to behave in a
23 professiconal manner and be respectful to each
24 other, The project team kindly asks for all
25 mobile devices and electronics to be silenced
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1 during the hearing.

2 Anyone desiring to speak during the formal

3 comment period must complete a speaker card and

1 Wait to be called upon during that period. And

5 we're gonna move the microphone up here, I think,
[ pretty guick.

T If you're unable to complete your comment

8 within cthe two minutes that's provided, or you

9 have additional cosments, please speak to the

10 court reporter who's here tonight, and they can

11 accommodate that,

12 So, we will now call upon those who have

13 turned in speaker carda. When you come forward --
14 and what I'll -- and we've only got like nine,

15 80 -- but I'll cry to give the next person a
16 head's up 80 that you know that you're gonna be
17 coming up soon.
18 When you come forward, please do state your
1% name and address for the record. That helps us be
20 able to provide a response in writing at a later
21 date. And also, if you represent an organization,
22 municipality, or other public body, please provide
23 that information as well.

24 Again, we ask that you limit your comment to
25 two minutes. There will be a countdown on the
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1 screen to help witch that.

2 Please come to the microphone so the court

3 reporter will be able to get a complete record of
4 your comments. Note that we will not respond to

5 comments or questions today, but we will respond

B in writing at a later date.

7 So, the first speaker we will call upon,

B Mr. Adam Nebrich from the Cheval CDD. And then

9 next after Adam we have Tracy Willsie, So, Tracy,
10 you'ra on deck.
il S0, please step forward. Thank you.

12 MR. NEBRICH: All right. Good evening.
13 Thank you for this public hearing. My name is
14 Adam Nebrich. I reside at 5202 Avenue La Crosse.
15 I alsoc have a home at 18620 Le Dauphine, which has
16 near proximity to the existing hashed-out

17 right-cf-way. It's in the capacity as the chair
18 of the Cheval CDD that I'm here. And as a CDD,

19 Qour community represents 770-plus homes; 400 of
20 which has been identified as impacted by the noise
21 study, both in the north-bound corrider, and in
22 the south-bound corridor.
23 We understand that the current version
24 includes some version of the noise wall, and we
25 had a gquestion: Is the cost to construct that
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1 noise wall exceeds the benefit of 564,000, is
there a commitment to continue installing a noise

3 wall?

4 Qur residents are impacted by the current

5 nolse level, which I understand is not part of

(] your concern. But as the region has grown, the

£ current state is already a problem. And the

8 projected growth is going to make that problem

9 Worse .

10 Additionally, as a CDD, we have concerns

11 about access to our roads needed for the

12 congtruction, any closure that might be needed, as
13 the overpass at TPC is modified. Impacts to our
14 storm water management and our floodplain.

15 And then last but not least is the esthetics
16 surrounding the expansion of the highway, which

17 includes an exterior expansion that will impact

18 the landscaping and the appearance for those homes
19 that are near that corridor.
20 I also want to invite FDOT to attend a 2B
21 Civil Town Hall, where cur residents can come and
22 have a more detailed discussion about these
23 matters. Thank you for your Cime.

24 MR, MOORE: Thank you. Tracy, you'll be

25 next. And chen Reynaldo Cabrera.
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1 Is Tracy here? Yeah. There you are.

2 ME&., WILLSIE: Hi. My name is Tracy Willsie.
3 I live at 6111 Savay Cirecle. I'm very close to

4 the wall at the end of where the Veterans goes

5 along Chemille Road. I've lived in my house over
& 25 years, so I've seen & lot of changes and heard
i a lot of changes. My two concerns: One is, of

B courae, noise. Right now the walls are very low.
9 And as Adam spoke, I'm guessing that there's going
10 to be some improvement with the heighth of those
11 walls. But I also wonder about -- I hear a lot of
12 sound coming from where the overpasses are. And I
13 kinda tried to do a lictle research, and I
14 wondered if there's any kind of thought about any
15 kind of sound-absorbing materials that can be put
16 cn the other side of those to keep it from going
17 out in the community as well. I don't know encugh
18 about it, but I just wanted to bring that up.

19 The other concern I have is, if you're on
20 Vetarans, there's a direct access to Dale Mabry
21 Highway that takes you -- if you're going
22 northbound -- or if you're going southbound, but
23 once you get to the Sunccoast span of ic, there is
24 no access to Dale Mabry. So, the majority of the
25 people, the shortest, quickest route is eithar
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1 Lutz Lake Fern Road or Van Dyke Road. And the
traffic on that has gotten worse and worse. I
3 know that Lake Carlton Arma got a traffie light
4 for there 1,912 units. But I wondered if also the
] last portion of Ramblewood Road less than half a
£ mile, if they were able to reroute that to come
T out across from Van Dyke Farms and consider
putting a roundabout or a light there for thes
9 residents of Van Dyke Farms and Cheval West. And
10 that is 1,295-plus homea. That'=s it.
11 MR. MOORE: Thank you for those comments.
12 We have Reynaldo next. And then Khayam
13 Shaukat, S-h-a-u-k-a-t.
14 Reynaldo, is that you?
15 MR. CABRERA: Yeah. Good afternoon, my name
i6 is Rey Cabrera, Reynaldo Cabrera. I'm at 16707
17 Whispering Glen Drive in Lutz, or the Orange
18 Bloggsom Creek Subdivigion. We are just barely
19 south of the end of the project. However, we are
20 concerned that the widening of the Veterans
21 Expressway starting just north of Mile Marker 13
22 will increase the gpeed of the traffic that isa
23 coming through that area, which of course will
24 increase the level of noise.
25 We were denied 10 years ago a wall because we
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1 didn't meet the reguirements due to one home, and
2 the noise levels, of course, were much less 10
3 years ago than they are today. And as your
4 graphic clearly showed, the right-of-way from the
5 point of the chain-link fence to the property --
& my property, is only 82 feet, less than 100 feet
7 for the regquired study for noise levels.
8 S5, we're concerned that the greater volume
] of traffic and the additional speed, as peocple
10 pick up speed with two additicnal lanes, will more
11 than double the noise levels that were in
12 exigtence. And we'd like to have consideration
13 from the Florida Department of Transportation to
14 do a -- conduct a noise study, and then hopefully
15 gualify for a noise wall.
1 There is5 a wall on the other side, which is
17 also Orange Blossom Creek, part of our
i3 subdivision, they were approved. And their homes
19 are actually further away than our homes are from
20 the Expressway. So, we're looking forward to
21 that .
22 S0, we understand and respect the necessity
23 of infrastructure development to support the
24 region's growth, but we hope that it's done in an
25 equitable fashion to all the surrounding areas.
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1 S0, that's it. Thank you.

2 MR. MOORE: Thank you for those comments.

E And after this gentleman, we have Jay Avashia

4 nexc.,

5 Please proceed. Thank you.

& ME. SHAUEAT: Hi. This is Khayam. I'm a

7 Bexley resident. 16778 Courtyard Loop. So, I

8 just wanted to say that we, Bexley residents, are
9 strongly againast any interchange at Rangeland
10 Boulevard. This interchange will endanger the
11 lives of people and children walking and bringing
12 unneceggsary traffic into a residential area. And
13 this will alsc be against the Bexley Master Plan,
14 which will be cause for collector roads and

15 ulterior roads. So, this is not supported by the
16 Bexley community.

17 At the last HOA meeting, all residents

18 unanimously rejected this proposal by the county,
19 the government. So, I just wanted to make that
20 clear that we don't want it.
21 The other thing is -- the other part is the
22 noise level. It's already very high in Bexley.
23 Like if I am half-a-mile away from the highway and
24 I've checked with my phone, I get like 55 to 60
25 decibels, you know, noise level. And I've talked
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| to the noise specialist and he said that, you

2 know, they have done their own studies. But I

3 don't agree with the astudies they have done

4 because I'm there and I can hear traffic loud and
5 clear, you know. So -- and I'm concerned this is
& going to get worse with time. So, just I think it
7 alao depends on a lot of different factors like

8 wind blowing, vyou know, from the weat side that

9 can bring more noise into the comsunity. And also
10 time of the day, you know. Usually, the noise is
11 much louder at night and early morning.

12 So, that's ic,
13 MR. MOORE: Thank you for those comments.

14 We have Jay next and then Ray Fernandez.

15 MR. AVASHIA: I am Jay Avashia. Address is
16 16658 Courtyard Loop, Land O' Lakes, resident of
17 Bexley community. And no coordination with the
18 previous speaker. I happen to be following him.
1% 2o, my thought process isg echoing his. And I'm
20 going to amplify a little bit more personal one
21 too.

22 I was told that Rangeland Boulevard -- no

23 boulewvard is not an option. And so, I would say
24 if that boulevard is considered, the number of

25 lives on the boulevard should be strongly
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1 considered either by no more chan four lanes. 5ix
lanes is too much craffic volume, Safety as well

3 as noise combined together. Because the traffic

4 increase, noise increase. Traffic increase,

5 safety goes down. And so I would say no more than
& four lanes, if this project is done deal.

7 Second point is interchange, and it's -- I am
8 gama. Interchange is going to bring significant

9 traffic to the guiet, safe, residential

10 neighborhood.

11 When we bought this house, we didn't know

12 about this major project going to take place in a
13 very short period of time. My house, confirming
14 with the exhibits there, is only 200 feet away

15 from the Rangeland potential Boulevard. And

16 therefore, 2000 feet away and six-lane or

17 four-lane traffic triggered by the interchange

18 will significantly increase the noise. And

19 therefore, noise barrier -- strong noise barrier
20 is strongly requested Rangeland Boulevard takes
21 shape to our Bexley neighborhood.
22 And last thing is circle rather than traffic
23 light would be the preferred choice in order to
24 maintain the safety and aesthacity of the
25 neighborhood.
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1 Thank you for your cime.

2 MR. MODRE: Thank you.

3 dkay. We have Mary Fernmandez. And then

4 Matthias.

5 M5, FERNANDEZ: Hi. My name is Mary

6 Fernandez, and I'm in Orange Blossom Creek

£ neighborhood. We live at 16639 Ashton Green

8 Drive. We're not a home study on your span 480.

9 Got Hidden Oaks, Cheval, Lenayr, Tesconu, and the
10 Preserve (phonetic). ©Orange Blossom Creek is

11 regpectfully asking that you -- Orange Blossom

12 Creak, we are regpectfully, as residents,

13 thact's == I'm here as a resident. There's some of
14 us here. Some we have what's called FPhase 1,

15 Phage 2. But it's for both that we're here about.
16 According to 17-10.4, noise and the
17 reevaluation process, we're gonna ask you to
18 please look at that, reevaluate what they study
19 now for us. I understand your study is for Chewval
20 and the other coemunities listed on your Slide 40.
21 Please add us to it. Let's get a study done where
22 we're at. Both one and two, which is -- we go
23 north on the Veterans and wa go south on the

24 Veterans.

25 According to the 17-10.4, we can't ask for
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1 that. So, we're respectfully asking that you

2 would come to our community, meet with some of us,
3 and do another study which would include us,

4 because we're just -- we're less than two miles

5 from Lake LeClare, where your project starts.

[ In 2014, we did get a partial wall on the

7 north side. However, it doesn't encompass the

8 whole community and proegress has got the noise

L louder. So, we would like to have that wall
10 extended, but we also need to have the southbound
11 addressed. So, we'd like for you guys to come
12 talk with us. Thank you.
13 MR. MOORE: Thank you.
14 Mr. Pierce, go right ahead. And then after
15 him, we have Mr., -- I'm gonna have a hard time

16 pronouncing. First name starts with L --

17 Mcclendon? You'll be next. Thank you.

18 Go ahead, sir.

19 ME. FIERCE: Good evening. My name is
20 Matthias Pierce. I live at 4361 Tour Trace in
21 Land O' Lakes, Florida. I'm actually the
22 president of Bexley HOA where we have over 1600
23 homes.
24 I would like to echo these gentlemen and ask
25 thar you please consider a noise study, as the

Murray Court Reporting
INfOER MUrTaYCrpno.com

State Environmental Impact Report Page 197 of 236




PD&E WIDEN SUNCOAST PKWY(SR589) - S OF VAN DYKE RD TO SR52 (MP13-29) // 448068-1-22-01

B m - Bt o &

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

21
22

23
24
25

a5

gentlemen said, it's extremely loud already,
egpecially depending on the wind, weather., I
den't know exactly what it is, but for =some
reason, it's very, wvery loud, and adding this
level of traffic is sure to make it even louder.

I would alaso say that we are strongly opposed
to the Rangeland Boulewvard interchange. We hawve
petitiona. We have an online petition with 1600
gignatures showing that the communicy doesn't want
it. We alsoc have written petitions as well.

The main basis for that is, as I said, we
have a very walking out-door community. Kids walk
to the elementary school. This would cause
craffic leading to the Suncoast that it's
currently at 6,000 -- and this is from the
workshop from Pasco County. That traffic is
currently &,000 vehicles a day. Adding an
interchange and projecting 50,000 cars a day.

S50, imagine your young child walking across
the streest to get to the community pool where
50,000 cars are coming through everyday. 5o, it's
detrimental that we don't jeopardize the safety of
these children of the community, and do not do the

interchange.

We're highly in support of all the extcra
—_—
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1 lanes. We see the need for the traffic. And we
2 thank you guys for all the great work.

3 MR. MOORE: Thank you.

4 Ms. Mcclendcocn is coming up. And then Daniel
5 Moloney next.

& MS. MCCLENDON: Hi. My name is Ludwiga

7 Mcclendon, 5414 Clouds Peak Drive. So, two of my
B neighbors from Orange Bloasom Creak have spoken

9 before, and I just want to add that we wanted to
10 ask and request if we can check the noise studies
11 that you did in 2014, and we did not get the wall,
12 and now the noise today, it's maybe doubled or

13 tripled as it was before. And with the -- how

14 this noise is going to be worse now with this

15 traffic coming from the north to the south.

16 Baecauge right now it's slow because you have like
17 that -- that place where you only have the two

18 lanes and then it expands. The acceleration is
i9 going to bring more noise to our community.
20 Alsc, it's not only the noise, it's all the
21 sod that is coming from the road to our houses.
22 So, we have black sod in our backyards all the
23 time that we have to double clean more than
24 normal. And I think it's wvery detrimental, not
25 only for our health, but also wé cannot aven have
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1 a4 conversation in our backyards anymore like we

2 uged to. In 2014, we complain about the noise.

3 And now, I cannot sit in my backyard at my table

4 and have a conversation with my husband

] gide-by-side because that's how much the noise

& Creates,

7 At night, we have the motorcycles that go at
8 11:00 to 3:00 in the morning every night, and they
] wake us up, even though we have changed windows to
10 have no-noise windows,
11 S0, if you guys could please consider looking
12 at a noise study for our subdivision that is just
13 gsouth of where you're gonna start it and look at
14 it, we'll really appreciate it.

15 MR. MOORE: Thank you for sharing.

16 Daniel Moloney, you ready to go?

17 And then Paul Moore after Daniel. And then
18 we have just two more. So, if anybody else wants
19 Lo speak, please gei Chat card to us.
20 MRE. MOLOMEY: Good evening. My name is
21 Dan Moloney. I reside at 6703 Rose Lea Circle in
22 Luctz. I've lived in that home since 1986. I'm
23 one of seven homes of my family chat reside on the
24 hundred-acre parcel that we own collectively at
25 the corner of VYan Dyke and the Suncoast Parkway.
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1 Unfortunately, 76 acres of our Crack was

2 taken for the Suncoast Parkway by the FDOT, and I
3 heard very similar justificationa then. HNone of

4 which included the prospect of adding 70 percent

& of additional traffic through that area to what we
& had back then. We have had all sorts of problems
7 with noise. And with this project, I don't think
8 ic's -- I think it iz an attempt to jam too much

9 traffic into an area that was not designed for ic.
10 And then to look at it and consider that there's
11 no sound barriers from Van Dyke Road north to the
12 existing barriers -- even though I've raised the
13 gsubject before -- because my family, we're not

14 developers. We've been here since -- we've owned
15 the property since the '60s. My grandkids live

16 out there. And it's a family parcel.

17 We like the fact that we butt up against the
18 wildlife preserve. And we've got the -- you know,
19 we keap -- we don't have people coming in from the
20 other direction, except now the FDOT is going to
21 add with a constant droning of noise by adding --
22 doubling the capacity of the roadway and putting a
23 wall down the middle of it, but not seeing clear
24 to why people like us, who have enjoyed and
25 continue to enjoy some degree of a natural
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1 existence, it won't see your way clear even though

2 I've raiged it more than once to put in a noise

3 barrier along the wast side of that road. It's

4 ridiculous. And I -- I'm checked for on those

5 terms,

[ Thank you.

7 MR. MOORE: I have Paul Moore followed by

8 Darren O'Brien. Okay.

9 MR. PAUL MOORE: Hi. Good evening, I'm

10 Paul Moore. 3308 Tour Trace. I'm a resident.

11 And I live in Bexley, and on the west side. It's
12 very evident chat there's a lack of communication
13 betwean FDOT and Pasco County. There's too much
14 blaming by each agency with little coordinatioen.
15 This meeting today, FDOT said that Pasco

16 County reguested the Rangeland Interchange. At
17 the county meeting in late January, they said that
18 FDOT had regquested the interchange. Whose's
19 telling the truth?
20 The impact of Rangeland, does the criteria
21 that FDOT have sync with Pasco County's? They

22 haven't told us what their criteria is. If it

23 doesn't, then FDOT's criteria means nothing and
24 it's useless. If the exchange goes through, it
25 divides the Bexley family-oriented, walkable
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1 community into thirds.
2 Furthermore, it cuts off what is referred to
3 ag a Bexley west side from going south or east ocut
4 of our community. There's an Elementary school, a
5 Middle School and a High School in the community.
& All west-side traffic has to go west halfway to
7 the Suncoast Parkway, then do a U-turn, and head
B back east towards Bexley Villa Drive. Why?
9 Because the interchange would close off the
10 current roundabout. Who in their logical mind
1l would engineer this?
12 Has anyone considered and loocked at the
13 traffic jams on Rangeland from this decision while
14 FDOT seems to focus on reducing traffic on State
15 Road 5472
16 Bexley does not support the interchange.
17 MR. MOORE: Thank you. We have Darren
18 O'Brien. And then the last speaker will be Joe
1% Albert.
20 MR. O'BRIEN: Yeah. My name is Darren
21 OfBrien. I live in the Bexley community. I live
22 at 4220 Amped Way. And consequently, I'm very
23 concerned about the Rangeland Interchange and
24 strongly cpposed to it due to the noise, safety,
25 and congestion impacts.
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1 I think I saw a slide in che presentation on
2 the mitigation costs, And I assume those are the
3 costs to cover reduction -- or noise reduction

4 MEBSULEDS, !lEE:'E-}' meéasuras, and whatever alse is

5 in there. And I apologize if my assumption is

& incorrect. But if my assumption is correct, I was
7 very discouraged that the mitigation budget is

8 less than .2 percent of the project plan. I

9 underscand the need for projects like this, even
10 though I'm strongly opposed to an interchange, but
11 I understand there's more pecple in the world cthan
12 just me. But at the same time, I don't understand
13 why FDOT spends so much money to benefit

14 communities far away from our neighbors, but so

15 licttle to ocffset the negative impacts to our

la communities.

17 Again, what appears to be less than one
1B percent of the project costs. So, just .2
19 percent. It seems very disproporticnate.
20 Addicionally, my understanding is that the
21 county only recently increased the scale for the
22 Rangeland extension to include an interchange.
23 And I would have never moved to Bexley had I known
24 about this.
25 Hine montha ago I spent over 540,000 in
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1 build-here fees, ctitle feess, morcgage origination
2 fees and moving fees to move off of Collier

3 Parkway away from noise there. Again, wvery

4 frustrated as others with law -- local laws that
5 aren't passed to reduce the exhaust nolse of

& matorcycles, Mustangs, trucks, and everybody who
7 needs exhaust to prove their ego, I guess.

8 And now, though, I have to considar meving

9 again if this goes through. Because to my
10 knowledge, if it goes through, there's not much
11 that FDOT is going to do for our neighborhood.
12 S50, please don't build the Rangeland

13 Extension -- Interchange.

14 ME. MOORE: All right. Our last speaker is
15 Joa Albert. If anyone else would like to apeak,
16 I've gaid that enough times, you know what to do.
17 Go ahead, Mr. Albert.

18 MR. ALBERT: Hi. My name is Joe Albert. I
19 live at 4653 Tour Trace in the Bexley
20 neighborhood. I'm on the Bexley CDD. I think
21 you've heard a lot from the Bexley residents
22 today, and I hear from them daily about their
23 stance on this and how much they are against it.
24 S50, 1 was really encouraged to see in this
25 presantation that one of the criteria was that the
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1 community needs to support this. And I can tell

2 you wholeheartedly the community -- our community
3 doas not support this at all. And so I want Eo

4 make sure that's stated on the record.

5 The other piece that I saw in the

& presentation was that FDOT says that the Rangeland
T extansion won't improve safety, noise pollution,

B and air pellutien. And that raised a red flag to
9 me. I mean, either that it's just loocking at 589,
10 or that does not match with what the county has
11 presented.

12 As Matthias represented, the traffic study
13 showed that traffic would increase to about

14 £0,000-plus cars on that road with the extension.
15 So, if you think about that, that's two-thirds of
16 54 today, and anyone who stands outside of 54

17 today can tell you the noise polluticn, the sound
18 pollution, and the traffic issues and safety

1% issues that exist on that road. That road today
20 would split up our neighborhood which has parks on
21 that road, a school, a clubhouse. I can't imagine
22 kids that are on the other side of that road who
23 do not have access to a bus at that intersection
24 where there is a roundabout today, having to cross
25 a4 six-lane road with 50,000-plus cars crossing it
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1 daily.
2 The last piece that I want to call out is the
3 noise report. I did not see that Bexley was
4 included in your noise study, so I'd really
5 encourage you to think about that and include that
& and the noise study.
7 Thank you.
8 MR. MODORE: Thank you. I think we may have
9 another speaker or two.
10 Okay. HKarla Amory. If Karla would come
11 gpeak. If you can just remember to state your
12 address for the record alsoc.
13 MS. AMORY: Good afterncon. My name is Karla
14 Amory, and I'm 4396 Broad Porch Run in Land O°
15 Lakes, Florida. And I'm part of the Bexley
1s community. I don't have any facts regarding the
17 noise or anything, but I just wanted to make a
18 statement regarding how this -- how the noise and
19 the traffic is going to influence our commnity.
20 I walk around the community and I can't
21 imagine how adding lanes and interrupting what we
22 currently have. We hawve -- I see children
23 walking. Elderly walking. Bicycle riding.
24 People walking their dogs. I just -- as it is,
25 gometimes at night we see -- we hear a lot of cars
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1 racing through the comsunity. I just -- I can‘'t
2 imagine having a four-lane being dumped right

3 outside of our community. And it'as just going Eo
i be very disruptive. As it is, when we're leaving
5 the community in the morning, we see a lot of

1 traffic. We have an ER right ocutside our

7 community. And having all those cars trying to

8 get out into 54, or into the Suncoast back up

9 again, I just think it would cause way -- it's too
10 mich destructicn for ocur community.

11 Thank you.

12 MR. MOORE: Thank you for your comments.

13 Okay. 50, a verbatim transcript of this
14 hearing, oral proceedings, together with the

1% written material received is part of the hearing
16 record, and all studies, displays and

17 informational material provided at the hearing

18 will be made part of the decision-making process,
13 The public commenting period remains open

20 through April 24. A copy of all materials on
21 display here tonight is only available on the
22 project website at www.SuncoastParkwayPDE.com,

23 Thank you for attending this public hearing
24 and for providing your input intoc this project.
25 The time iz now 6:56, and I hereby officially
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1 close the public hearing for the Suncoast Parkway
2 from south of Van Dyke to State Road 52.

3 Thank you again, and have a good evening.

4 And just so you know, also, the written comment

5 cards, please do provide those to us. All

B comments have egual weight for this hearing. And

T then a court reporter is heare too, i1f you =-- if

8 you're not a microphone perseon and would like to

9 gpeak with her directcly.

10 Thank you.
11 M5. RIVERS: Toluca Rivers. And I'm at 4082
12 Epic Cove, Land O' Lakea, 34638, I'm in che

13 Baxley community, and I'm on that west side that
14 everyone keeps bringing up. I have a couple of
15 concerns that weren't mentioned. The first one is
1s that the west side, as it's developed now, there's
17 only cne way inm and out. There's no exit to the
ia back of the community, out of the side or

19 anything. 5o, we have to go through that
20 roundabout, or we cut through the Clubhouse area,
21 which isn't really like a road. It's kinda more
22 of like a walkway. In order to get the kids to
23 school, we have to turn left, we have to go east
24 in order to go to the playgrounds and all of that
25 stuff. In order to go to the emergency room, we
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1 have to go straight. So, eliminating the
. roundabout there and putting that intersection, as
3 they've all stated, we'd have to go west and then
4 make a U-turn, =20 it cuts off ocur direct access in
5 and ocut of the community. For emergency purposes,
& that's concerning to me. Especially because with
7 intersections, if you have an accident, it closes
8 it down sometimes for hours, and so that impacts
] our ability to get homa or get out of there.
10 And I just think that there needs to be more
11 accountability and communication between FDOT and
12 Pasco because I spoke to two gentlemen here. One
13 of them passed the buck immediately and said
14 Rangeland is not our jurisdiction basically. It's
15 a Pasco County thing. We're only talking about
16 the interchange here. Then I talked to another
17 gentleman over there who was essentially
18 gas-lighting me saying that Rangeland and the
13 intersection is needed f[or my safety. He's trying
20 to tell me it's for my safety. But, you know, he
21 doesn't have kids right there on the six-lane
22 highway.
23 S0, I just chink chat there needs to be clear
24 communication about the trickle-down effect. I
25 there's that intersection. which loocks great for
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1 everyone else in Land O' Lakes, yeah, we need more
access, they need to clearly state that in order

3 to put that intersection, Rangeland needs to bea
4 six-lanes, and it needs to have that intersection
5 there. It no longer can have that four-lane
] proposed plan, plus the roundabout. And I think
7 that's what pecple aren't understanding. And
B there's no communicatiosn. And they're just kind
9 of passing the blame. So, that's ic.

10 Thank you.

11 (Whereupon, the proceedings and all comments

12 thereafter concluded at 7:15 p.m.)
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